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Continued from No. 8. 
gress—wherever he had any influence—he ds- 
claimed speaking for the coming Administration. 
If some of his friends had differed from him, they 
must not complain if he should express opimons 
different from theirs—especially must they not 
complain when no two of them had agreed with 
each other; for, if what they said was true, we 
should indeed should have a moiley policy. 

Mr. W. said, {rom the signs of the times now 
before him, he intended to vote for the bill under 
consideration, towhich he intended to offer an 
amendment. He had teretofore voted against the 
issue of Treasury notes; because it was toeasy a 
means for raising fundsto carry on the Govern- 
ment, and because it was difficult to convince the 
people that itwas a public debt. He conceded the 
constitutional power, but thoughi it eughi to be 
used only in cases of great emergency. To be 
can lid and plain, he would vo'e tor the bill for 
the reasons, first, asa frievd of the coming Admi- 
nistration, to provide it with the means to carry on 
the Government after the 4th of March; secondly, 
because it was the best means to preventa called 
session of Congress; thirdly, to prevent, during the 
year 1841, the premature revision of the compro 
mise act, or tar.ff; and at the same tme prevent 
the seizure of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands for distribution. 

Mr. W. noticed a letier, published recently in 
the Richmond Enquirer, under date of Washing- 
ton, January 14, 1841, in which it was intimated 
that Mr. Wisz was disaffected towards the coming 
Administration, which asseiticon Mr. W.  pro- 
nounced an infamous slander, whcetber comirg from 
friend or foe. 

After speaking of the variows parties wh'e) had 
united to de‘eai the present Administration, Mr. 
W. avowed himself a plain Repubhean of the 


Madison school, and warned his fii nds in the 
House that he would g) with hem as far as he 


could, but told them to mark that he. lould contend 
for Republican tenets and Repub! caa policy. One 
of the Republican tensts which he would exact 
was, General Harrison shall not be ruled by a party; 
if he should, the country would be misruled; for 
the election of General Harrison was not a party 
triumph, but a glorious national triumph, and 
it was the duty of the President clect to be the 
President of the nation and not of a party, &c. 

Mr. W. was understood to contend for an issue 
of five millions of Treasury notes afier the 31st of 
March; in short, that the coming Admin‘s’ration 
might enjoy thesame benefit under the bill now be- 
fore the committee as the present Administration 
possessed under the act of 184). 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he would take the 
occasion to state that it was not expected by the 
Secretary of the Treasury that more thanone mil 
ion of doliars would be used before the 4th of 
March; the greater proporiion of which would be 
required to pay pensions which will fail due after 
the 3d of March. It will not, there’ere, be re- 
quired to meet liabilities falling upon this Admi- 
nistration, but upon that which ts !o succced i'; so 
that General Harrison’. administration will have 
the full benefit of five millions of collars for one 
year after the 3] of March. A:imilar bill was 
deemed necessary for the present administration 
under like circumstances ai ine commencement of 
the last year; and Mr. J. eonsidered it just and 
proper now to make a similiar provision. 

Mr. WIS¥, without c nclading his remarks 
gave way for a motion that the commiitee rice 
an 

The committee then rove, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. EASTMAN gave notice that he wou!d to- 
morrow, or as soon therea/ter as it might be in or- 
der, ask leave to introduce a bill to extend for five 
years the act entiticd an act granting half-pay and 
pensions to ceitain widows, approved July 7, 1233. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, on leave, introduced the fol- 
9 Wing resolution, which was agreed to; 
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Resolve t, That the Secretary cf Siate be directed 
to communicate to this Llouce an absiract of the re- 
iures of the marshal of the District of Connecticut, 
showing h: numberof staves withinthe sail district 
a by the census of 1840. And to ascertain and 
report to this House whether the captives taken 
from the schooner Amisiad were included in the 
number of slaves. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 28, 1841. 

The VICK PRESIDENT submitted a messace 
from the President of the United States, transmitting 
the twelfth annual repert of the Board of Lispec- 
tors of the Penitentiary of the District of Colum. 
bie; which was reierred to the Commie on the 
D.itrict of C lambia. 


Mr. SMiTH of Indiana prevented a resolu ion of | 


the General Assembly cf his State, instructing their 
Senators and Representatives “io procure, if pos- 
sible, by their exertions, at as early a day as may 
be in their power, arepeal of a bill passed at the 
last session of Congress, known as the Independent 
Treasury bill; waich was reaj,and ordered to be 
printed. : 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a reportand | 


resolutions of the General Axsem!y of the State of 
A'abama, in relation to te controversy between 
the States of Georgia and Ma‘ne, growing cut of 
the refusal cf the latter Siate to deliver corian fu- 
giiivesfrom ja-tice who fied from punishment fer 
offences committed within the jari-dict oa «ot 
gia; whch were read, and ord red to be prntd 
~ Mr. TALLMADGE presented three 
of citizens of New York, 
pas-age of a bankrupt jaw; 
iable 

Mr. T. also presented the memorial of the Puai- 
lanthropiec Law Ref rm Asscciation ef the e:ty of 
New Yoik, praying the pas.age of a bank: 
which was ordered to be f riated,. 

Mr. T. also ihe the 
Chamber of Commerce of New York, remen- 
strating against the repeal of the act of March 2, 
1837, concerning pilots; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. T. also presented the petition of a number 
of merchants and other citizens of New York, 
prayiog the substitution ot tea and cofiee for the 
spirit now allowed to the seamen in the navy ra- 
tion; which wes Jaid on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented ihe memorial of Mary 
W. Taompson, widow ef Colonel Thompson, lete 
of the Uanted States army; whch was referred to 
the Committee on Mirary Aflaus, and oidered to 
be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presen'ed the memoria! of a num- 
ber of citizensof Ohio, praying the passice of a 
bantrapt law; which was !aid on the tabie. 

Mr. STURGED®N presen‘ed the petiticn of Jobn 
Bro. ks; which was referred to the Comuitice on 

Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of e'ti- 
zeus of Michigan, praying the pass?ge of a bauk- 
rupt jaw; which was laid on the tab'e. 

Me. PORTER presented the memorial of citizens 
of Western Michigan, praying an appropriauon io 
complete the harbor of St. Jusephs; which was re- 
ferret to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the petition 
of E. W. and H. Smith, no », now on file, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Ciaims. 

Oa motion by Mr. LUNN, the memorial of Wm. 
A. Slacum, now on fie, was referred to we Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PRESTON, in pursuance of previous not'ce, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to se- 
cure to the authors o; dramatic woiks their in- 
terest therein; which he asked might be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he had formerly 
intrcduced a bill om the subject of copy-right, 
which he would have again presented but from the 
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apprehension there was little prospect of its pas- 
sage at the presrn! s:ssion. He would give notice, 
however, that f he wasa member of the body at 
ihe next session, he wou d take an early opporta- 
nity of pressing he mai er upon the attention of the 
Senate. 
The bill was d. 
On motion by Mr. tiUBBAR 
On Pensions were instruct d to 
prety Of granting a 
disabilities incurred during the | 
the lim bi 
Mr. H. pre eated papers in relation to the above; 
which were referred to the Commitee on Pensions. 
Mr. PIERCE submited a reso ution instructing 
‘}y Co nimike on the Pust OU} e and Post Ra Is 
to imquire into the expediency of reducing the 
pos'age on levers and newspapers—the propriety o! 
| 
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ast war, while in 
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whier he illustrated and entorecd at considerable 
levgib. The resolu:ion was agreed to, 

Mr, PRESTON satmitied th: following retolu- 
lation; waich was constlered and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘Thata commutee be appointed to join 
such commit may be appoinied by the House 
ol Represe ntatives, to ascertain and reporta inod 
of examining the votes for President and Vice Fre- 
sifent of the United States, and of nutalying the per- 
sons elected of their election, 

PERMANENT PROSPSCTIVE PRE-EMPTLION LAW 

fie oll to establish a peraaseat pre: 


pre-emption systei, in favor of setilers on te pub- 


cive 


lic lands who shali inhabitand cubhivate the same, 
aniraise a log-cabin thereon, was taken up, the 
q iestion being on the motion of Mr. Carrrenpen 

recommit the bil with instructions to re pork a 
bill fur the distribution of the proceeds of the saies 
of the public lands among the States. 

Mr. WRIGHT resemed and concluded his re 
mers in oppcs tion to the disiribuuon policy, 

vit. CLA Y of Kenty uy iook the floor at 2 
o'clock, and, without ¢ neiveing, at Ball past 3, 

»way fo a motion (0; ney urhimeat. 


Aud the seuate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, January 28, 1841. 

Mr. HOLMES asked leave to offer a resolution, 
that so much of the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury as proposes the rebuilding of the arsenal 
at Charleston, South Carclina, be referred to the 
Commitee on Military Affairs. 

Objection being mace, 

Mr HOLMES moved to suspend the ra'es; but 
the motion was negatived. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

f, A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
miting a reportof all fines imposed, and deduc- 
tions made from the pay of contractors during the 
year ending June 30, 1840. 

If. A letier irom the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting, in obed ence to a resolutution of the House 
of Represeniatives, pased at the last session, a list 
of the new postrou'es named in the petitions and 
resolutions prevented at the Jast sess'on of Con- 
gress, with the estimate of the probable expense of 
patting each of them in operation. 

lil. A letter from the Pustmaster General, trans- 
miliing a lwlof the new post routes in the State of 
Michigan, with an estimate of the expense otf 
putting them in operation, which was omitted in 
the above hat. 

iV. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitiing, in obedience to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, a list of all the post roads in 
the United States in operation on the 30:h Jane, 
1840, showing the kind ef service on each, the re- 
ceipis of each office for the year ending 30th June, 

1840, and the annual cost of transportation thereon, 
respectively. Also, diagrams deliaeating said routes, 
and distinguishing them by their differeat grades of 
service; whica list comprises the States of Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
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Island, Connecticut, . New York, New Jersey,” 


Petosylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. 
Which communicatiéns were severally referred 
to the Commitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
V. A letter frem the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with the resolution of the Ist of 
February, 1840, 250 copies of the Official Army 
Register for 1841; which was laid on the table. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 


The following, bills from the Senate were then 
read a first andegptond time, and appropriately re- 
ferred, viz: 


An aci for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of 
Alabama. 

An act to provide for taking evidence in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and in the Territories of the 
United States, in certain cases. 

An act for the relief of the executor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of Aaron Vail, deceased, Jate consul at 
L’Orient. 

An act to confirm claims to lands in the district 
between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

An act for the relief of Charles Morgan, of Loui- 
siana. 

An act for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

An act confirming certain Jand claus in Louisi- 
ana. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES of Virginia, 
the House then resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry 
in the chair,) and resumed the considerati- n of the 
bill authorizing the issue of five millions of 

TREASURY NOTES. 

The questien pending waz on the metion of Mr. 
Barnarp to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill. 

Mr. WISE being entitled to the floor, was about 
oO resume his remarks from yes‘erday, when he 
gave way to 

Mr. DUNCAN, who said that in the Globe of 
yesterday morning, which he held in his hand, was 
the following report: 

* When Mr. Duncan had finished bis remarks, 
he read from the Intelligencer the fullowing, as re- 
ported in that paper: 

“Mr. W. C. Jonnson submitted to the Chair 
whether it was in order for an individual to charge 
General Harrison with cowardice, who had himself 
been branded as a coward on this floor? 

“This paper was put inhishand a moment before 
he commenced speaking. He had deferred saying 
any thing on the subject until he should finish his 
remarks, excepting that some denial would be 
made, or some correction of the report ordered. 
But that not being done, he denounced its author 
(pointing to Mr. Wo. Cost Jonnson,) a base liar, 
a contemptible puppy, a soundrel, and an infamous 
coward.” 

Afier reading the above, Mr. DUNCAN pro- 
ceeded to say that in the Intelligencer of this morn- 
ing he was astonished to see a positive denial that 
he had used the offensive language in question to the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Jounson ] Mr. D. 
then stated that he did use every wo:dcf the langnage. 
There was, however, one word in it which he was 
not quite certain he used, viz: the word “puppy.” 
He was not quite certain that he used that word, 
but a member now near him was confident that the 
word was used in connection with the others. But 
he, Mr. D. did use the words; it was a correct re- 
port and he could prove it. 

Mr. D. was not disposed now to make a new 
issue out of the matter, but when it came to scan- 
ning the character of gentlemen here, he might 
present some facts which should set them fair before 
the public. 

r. D. continued, that he merely rote to assert 
that the language denied by the gentleman from 
Maryland was used, and he now reiterated it; yes, 
every word of it he reiterated. 

Mr. D. then disclaimed any knowledge of the 
technicalities of the duello, but trusted that when- 
ever occasion should call, he would not be deficient 
in courage to meet the man who gave him cause. 

Mr. D. repeated that he used every word of the 
language attributed to him in the report of the 
Globe, and that he should publish it and put his name 
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to it, as having been used, and reiterated. He 
would take this opportunity of saying that he would 
trouble the committee no more with this matter, as 
he had said al! he intended tosay. If he should 
have occasion to take any further notice of the 
matter, it should be done out of the Hlouse, when he 
would address the public through the columns of 
the newspapers. He would be heard there and read 
by the pecple. 

Mr. D. said that he would farther remark, that 
the duelling law of this District had as little terror 
for him as it appeared to have to others. The 
member from Maryland might rest assured that he 
would have nothing to fear from him (Mr. D ) in 
relaion to that law. 

After an ineffectaal attempt Ly Mr. STANLY 
to obtain the floor, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON sent to the Clerk’s table 
a letter, which the Reporter to this paper bad ad- 
dressed to him, stating that the remarks of Mr. 
Doncan were revised by that gentleman previous 
to their going to press. [The unmerited censure 


cast upon the Reporter by several members, in- | 


duced him to take that step.] 

The letter having been read, 

Mr. JOHLNSON proceeded to make some brief 
retaliatory remarks, in which he contended that 
Mr. Duncan had not relieved himself from tke 
charge. 

Mr. DUNCAN said that the remarks in the 
Gl: be were precisely what he said. 

Mr. WISE said he would never again yield the 
floor for the purpose of allowing gentlemen to in- 
dulge in personalities, and a!luded to the passage of 
a certain law of Congress, and the predictions he 
then made in regard to it—the fruits of which the 
Howse were daily witnessing. He again referred 
to the let‘er in the Richmond Enquirer, speaking 
of his opposition to W. C. Rives. Although 
Mr. W’s personal feelings in this matter re- 
mained unchanged, he was, nevertheless, glad that 
Mr. R. was sent back to the Senate of the United 
States, and hoped he would pursue the Republican 
tack of his great patron, Mr. Jefferson. 

Mr. W. recapitulated his reasons why he would 
vote for the Treasury note bi'l; one of which was 
that it would banish all excuses for a called session. 
If one should be called, nothing would be done; 
the country would be dissatisfied, and the Admini- 
stration blamed. This was the case in 1837, 
when two months were consumed in’ debate, and 
nothing was donc; and if an extra session were to 
be called in 1841, the country would be left where 
it was, except subjected to some additional expense 
of twe or three hundred thousand dollars. 

After urging fnriher objections against an extra 
session, Mr. W. said he hoped the majority in the 
House would leave the Whigs the means to carry on 
the Government until December next, and Ict them 
go home and consult with their constituents on the 
very important measures which he feared would be 
prematurely brought forward at a called session; 
wait the development of events; wait to see the 
importations of the country, and not anticipate 
them; go home and feel the pu!'se of the people on 
the subject of a bank, the public lands, etc. 

Mr. W. said he was called on to do that which 
he never expected to do on God’s earth, and gen- 
tlemen must pot smile when he had to praisea re- 
port of Levi Woodbury! At all events it was an 
able paper; from the Nazarene, from whom he 
never expected any good. Every gentleman, of 
all sides, did justice to the report, made in compliance 
with the resolution of the Senite of the 16th inst. 
calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury to com- 
municate to the Senate the plan of a permanent 
change in the tariff, and its details and general 
principles. Mr. W. remarked that gentlemen would 
find his sentiments precisely in the report of the 
Secretary, for which he humbly and respectfully 
thanked him. 

Mr. W. spoke at some length in regard to the 
compromise act and other subjects connected with 
the revenue; but, without concluding, gave way for 
a motion that the committee rise. 

The committee then rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House again re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, and 
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take up the bill confirming to the State of Indiana 
a grant of land on the Wabash and Erie canal. 

Objection being made. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved a suspension of the rules 
but no quorum voted, and 

The House then adjourned. 





Mr. Bratr will please publich the annexed note 
of Mr. Hunt, (your Reporter,) which I herewith 
enclose you. I send itasan offset to the note upon 
which Mr. Johnson relied to prove that I did not 
denounce him as reported in last Wednesay’s Globe. 
The enclosed note willshow what Mr. Hunt remem. 
bers of the language used towards Mr. Jobnson. 
Mr. Hunt was right in disclaiming responsibility, 
I revised his notes as reported, and inserted what 
he neglected or forget to insert. I made the report 
correspond with what I said. 

A. DUNCAN. 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 29, 1841. 

Sia: Having, as an act of justice to myself, ad- 
dressed a letter to the Hon. W.C. Johnson, stat- 
ing that certain #eported proceedings in the 
*Globe” were revised by you, at your request, 
I now state the language IJ understood you to use 
to that gentleman, and which would have appeared 
in the report had it not been revised. 

in the first place you read from the National 
Intelligencer the following: 

‘Mr. W. C. Johnson submitted to the Chair 
whether it was in order for an individual to charge 
General Harrison with cowardice, who had bimseif 
been branded az a coward on this floor.” 

After expressing your astonishment at the above, 
and stating that you heard no such remarks, you 
turned towards Mr. Johnson, and said, in substance, 
that “if the language was used, you had no hesita- 
tion in denourcing the man who utlered it as guilty 
of a base falsehood, and an infamous liar.” 

I did not hear the terms “‘contemptible puppy,” 
“scoundrel,” and “infamous coward,” as applied 
to Mr. Johnson, but understc od them as having re- 
ference to what you stated bad taken place between 
yeurself and Mr. Menefee, on a former occasion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. HUNT, Reporter to the Globe. 
Hon. ALExanDER Duncan. 


IN SENATE, 
Faipay, January 29, 1841. 

Mr. WHITE presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Indiana in favor of holding the Presiden- 
tial elecion on the same day throughout the Union; 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 


printed. 
A NATIONAL BANK. 

Mr. WHITE also presented resolutions of the 
same body in favorof the creation of a National 
Bank Mr. W. gavehis views on the subject at 
considerable lengih, expressing himself strongly in 
faver of the measure recommended, and his confi- 
dence that the Administration about coming into 
power would do its duty in regard to it. The rese- 
Jutions were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. = 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition of citizens 
of Michigan in favor of a general bankrupt law; 
which was laid on the table. ; 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a petition of ci- 
tizens of Utica, N. Y. for the pas:age of a bank- 
rupt Jaw; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of E. W. and 
H. Smith; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. ‘ 

Mr. GRAHAM, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked ani obtained leave to bring ina bill 
directing a survey to ascertain the practicability 
and expense of constructing a passage from Albe- 
marle Sound to the Atlantic Ocean; which, after 
some remarks from Mr. G@. was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the bill for the 
relief of Greene and Emerson was taken up apd 
considered as in committee of the whole, and, a!- 
ter being explained by Mr. H. was to te 


engrossed for a tbird reading. 

















On motion by Mr. KING, the bill increasing the 


pay of certain officets of revenue cutters while 
serving in the navy of the United States, was taken 
up, and, afier some remarks from Mr. K. and Mr. 
LINN, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill to establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption system, in favor of settlers on the public 
Jands who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, was taken up, the ques- 
tion being on the motion of Mr. CritTenvEN to re- 
commit the bill with instructions to report a bill for 
the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands amoeg the States. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky having coacladed his 


remarks, 

Mr. TAPPAN rcse and addressed the Senate as 
follows: 

Mr. President: Before I proceed to remark upon 
the extraordinary attack made by the Senator from 
Kentucky upon my colleague and myself, I wish to 
ask that Senator who it is that he charges with 
‘having mace a proposition to reduce wages.” 

Mr. CLAY said he did not mean to be under- 
stood as saying that any one had made sucha pro- 


positon. 
_Mr. TAPPAN. Such is the language you used, 


sir. 

Mr. CLAY. I did not intend to charge any one 
with more than sustaining in argument a policy, 
the inevitable tendency of which would be to re- 
duce wages; and this was done by many gentlemen 
whom I do not think Iam called upon to name. I 
do not recollect using the word proposition. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I am satisfied, sir, with this 
exp anation; the Senatoi’s construction of argu- 
ments made by others does not affect me. The 
Senator from Kentucky on yesterday charged my 
colleague and myself with voting for a proposition, 
the effect of which would be to give away 160,000,- 
000 of acres of land, justly belenging to Ohio, for 
800,000 acres, and ordered us to go home and ac- 
count to our constituents for this gross sacrifice of 
the interests of Ohio. This charge of the Senatoy 
is not founded in truth, as I shall show; but let me 
not be misunderstood. I do not say that the Sena- 
tor has intentionally stated a falsehood on this 
floor; he would not do this, and yet it is strange 
that he, or any other less experienced legisla- 
tor, should so m’sconceive our vote on that 
occasion as he seems to have done. The case 
was this: the Senator’s colleague [Mr.CritTenDEN] 
had moved to recommit the bill with instructions to 
strike out all after the enacting clause and to insert 
what has gained the name of “Mr. Cray’s land 
bill,” upon which the Sena’or from South Carolina 
nearest to me [Mr. Catnoun] moved to amend the 
motion of the Senator from Kentucky, by substi- 
tuting his [Mr. Catnoun’s] bill for disposing of the 
public lands to the States, so that if the motion to 
recommit should prevail, the plan of the Senator 
from Seuth Carolina should be reported back to uz 
instead of the Kentucky Senator’s bill. Now, who 
does not see that the question here, was not whether 
we should agree to adopt either of those projects; 
but it was a mere question of preference, 
and surely an opinion may be given in goed 
faith, that of two plans, one is better than 
another without any intention of adopting either. 
Suchewas this case; of the two plans, I preferred the 
one offered by the Senator from South Carolina, 
and so voted, not with a view of expressing any ap- 
probation of the plan proposed by the Senator from 
South Carolina, but to defeat the motion to refer 
with instructions made by the Senator from Ken- 
tacky on my right. These are the views in which 
my colleague and myself concur, as was expressed 
by him on yesterday, in his reply to the remark of 
the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay;] and I 
think if the question should ever again come up 
while I have the honor of a seat here, I shall conti- 
hue to give the same preference, notwithstanding 
the denunciation of the Senator from Kentuexy. I 

give no opinion upon the abstract merits of the plan 

by the Senator from South Carolina, be- 
cause it is not and has not been before us on the fina! 
question of adopting it; but I will say that I am not 
nelined to make important chaeges in our Jand 
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system; that system has heretofore worked well, 
and I see no necessity for a radical change of it. 
Sir, the Senator charges us upon this side with 
“opposing in advance the measures of the next Ad- 
ministration”—with making war upon it; and he 
quotes Shakspeare, ‘‘Come on McDuff,” as though 
we were actually in batt!e array against him. We 
have opposed the Senator’s unconstitational project 
fur distributing amongst the several States the reve- 
nue arising from the public Jands, and Senators up- 
on this side have given as their opinion, and 
have demonstrated, that a special session of 
Congress will not be necessary. We have been 
told by Senators on the opposite side that these 
things, with some others, would be supported by 
the next Administration. We have seen and 
heard the Senator from Kentucky when he has as- 
sured us that his land bill (as he calisit) “would 
pass” when thatgentieman and his friends came 
into pewer; that unless we repealed the Indepen- 
dent Treasury bill, the next Administration would 
call an extra session of Congress to repeal it. We 
have also heard the Senator describe, in his gra- 
phic way, how the next Administration would 
make a clear sweep of all office holders, with pro- 
bably no exceptions; but we have been ignorant of 
the Senator’s authority to pronounce ex-cathedra 
upon the course to be pursued by General Harri- 
son; and for myself, I confess that having some 
knowledge of General Harrison, I had my doubts 
whether he was to be governed, dictated to, 
and led by the nose by the honorable Senator, 
as he seemed to promise us. He exbibited to 
us no authority for the assumption of the dicta- 
torship. If the Harrisburg Convention, in 
nominating one of the gentlemen and rejecting the 
other, did secretly determine that while one should 
be viceroy over the good people of these United 
States, the other should be viceroy over bim, how 
were we to know that important fact? You gave 
us no evidence of this. We are excusable then, I 
should think, for opposing such measures as the 
Senator’s Jand bill, which we think unconstita- 
tional, without being chargeable with anticipated 
hostility to the next Administration. 

Bat the Senator bids us go home! and acconnt 
to eur constituents for our conduct here. Go 
home! We obey no such orders. We submit to 
no such dictation. Who gave the Senator from 
Kentucky authority over us? Autocrat of Ken- 
tucky, let him issue his orders tl.ere to his obse- 
quious slaves; but with Ohio and her representa- 
tives he has nothing to do. Sir, I repe. with seorn 
this matchless insolence. 

Here Mr. CLAY called Mr. Tappan to order, 
and he sat down. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, after some remarks, 
which we did not hear distinctly, said that it was 
out of order to use the word insolence in the way 
Mr. Tapean had used it. 

Mr. TAPPAN rose, and continued. Sir, I will 
repel insolence aud insult, come from what quarter 
they may. 

Mr. CLAY then rose and dec’ared that in what 
he had said, he had not the remotest intention of in- 
sulting the Senators from Ohio; that in using the 
words, gohome, &c. he meant no more than to advise 
those Senators to consult their constitaents on their 
return home as to their wishes upon this great 
question of disposing of the public lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN then observed: The Senator’s ex- 
planation is satisfactory. From the vehemence of 
his manner, and the loudness of his intonation, I 
thought the Senater in earnest, and that he meant 
what he said. It seems that in this] was mista- 
ken. I therefore let that pass; [ will not knowingly 
treat any Senator with disrespect; my age and my 
habits lead me to a courteous demeanor towards all 
with whom I have business to transact, and I will 
not willingly deviate from this course; but inso- 
lence and insult I shall not put up with, and Iam 
glad to find that on this occasion nothing of that 
nature was intended. 

Mr. President, having disposed of this matter, 
(without intending to engage at large in this debate, 
so protracted and interesting,) I will express my 
views on one or two points only. The Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Cray} read to us the first 
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Cons'itution: “The Congress shall have power to 
lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, 
to pay the debts and provide for the common de- 





| fence and general welfare of the United Siates;” 


and gave us his opinion that this taxing power did 
not authorize Congress to raise money for distribu- 
tion amongst the States. I coincide fully with the 
Sena‘or in this opinion, bat does he not perceive 
that by this sound construction of the Cor- 
stitution, he concedes to us the whole mat- 
ter in controversy as to his land bili? I know 
how the Senator thinks to get this power: it is not 
in this clause, indeed, but he tells us it is contained 
in these words: 

“The Congress shall have power to dispose of 
and make all needful rules and regulations respect- 
ing the territory or other property belonging to the 
United States.” as 

From the grant of power to dispose of the land, 
he infers the power to dispose of the proceeds of the 
land. Congress have, indeed, by this clause, the 
power to dispose of the public land for the benefit 
of the United States; and it is under this clause 
alone that the constitutionality of ail the grants of 
public lands which have been mae to the indivi- 
dual States, can be maintained. If we admit 
(which I do not, however) that by this clause in 
the Constitution, Congress has the unlimited 
power to do whatever it pleases with the terri- 
tory of the United States—that it m?Ae grant the 
whole or any part to some or all of the States, that 
it may give it away to actual settlers; or, that it 
may sell and dispose of it for money, making it an 
object of revenue; still, Congress cannot raise reve- 
nue for the purpose of distribution. The public 
lands are sold for money. A part of the revenues 
of this Government are derived from that source. 
It matters not whether you raise your revenue 
from the customs, from the sale of your ships, from 
a tax on land, or the sale of your land; when that 
revenue reaches the public Treasury, there is no 
ear-mark on it to distinguish the quarter from 
which it came. Itis the money of the nation, to 
be used for national purposes. If there is any 
clause in the Constitution which gives you au- 
thority to make a distribution of it amongst the 
States, it is the clauee first quoted; bat this, 
says the Senator, and so say I, contains no such 
power. Congress is not required by the Constitu- 
tion to sell the public Jands to make the territory of 
the Union an object of revenue. The manner os 
disposing of that territory is no where expressed. 
It is implied*only that Congress shall dispo-e of it 
for the bene&t of the whole, and not select part of 
the Union. Congress have thought best to sell 
their land for money; have for more than forty 
years thought that to raise a part of their ordinary 
revenues by thus disposing of it, was to execute 
their power of disposing of it in the manner best 
calculated to promote the interest «f the nation. I 
will not argue the question whether it might not 
have been as well to have authorized Con- 
gress to make a division by the States or 
otherwise of the money received for land, 
for we are not making a Constitution; but 
I will say that a power to grant or sell land 
does not carry with it the power to dispose 
of the money received for such land—when 
the land is sold, the power to dispose of it is exe- 
cuted; for the power to dispose of the money you 
must look elsewhere. 

As to the bill before the Senate, it varies but lit- 
tle from what bas become the settled policy of this 
Government—it proposes that instead of tempo- 
rary laws on this subject, we pass a permanent act, 
permanent as itcan be, to remain until the wis- 
dom and experience of our successors may change 
or repeal it. Weshould find it difficult to prevent 
people from occupying the public land on the ex- 
tensive frontier; there is a large class of men 
who have been the pioneers of civilization and set- 
tlement in this country for many years, probably ever 
since the setilement of the couniry commenced— 
they are the Daniel Boones who choose to keep a 
little in advance of law and gospel both; they sub- 
sist more by haunting than the labors of agriculture; 
yet they build cabins, and clear and plant fields, 
and are always ready to se}! their improvements to 
the man who moves on the frontier with his family 
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and his stock to make a permanent settlement. It 
is a great adventage to the settler in a new country 
who has a family to provide for, to find a cabin and 
a clearing already made for him, and purchaseable 
at a moderate price; and what injury does the pub- 
lic interest sustain by granting these pioneers the 
exclusive sight to purchase the land they occupy? 
Before this privilege wa: granted to them, it was 
quite common for mean and sordid mean to hunt out 
the places so occupied, and purchase them at the 
land office, not for the sake of getting better land 
than they could find elsewhere, but that they might 
appropriate to themselves the hard earnings of the 
poor pioneer for nothing. Protect the poor man by 
a pre-emption right, and he would soon gain money 
enough to. pay for his land; or, instead of being a 
prey to the heartless speculator, this latter wou d 
have to purchase his improvements, since he could 
not drive him off, and take forcible possession 
of his property. I have said that pre-emption laws, 
instead of being injurious to the public, are 
highly beneficial. They greatly facilitate the 
setiement of your territories, by opening th» 
road to your lands to men with families and 
property, whose habits have not fitted them for 
settling inthe wilderness. These men compose 
the great agricultural population of the West. 
Some men think, sir, that to allow land to be se- 
lected, the choice tracts to be taken up for the 
minimem price, is granting a great favor to the 
poor pioneer. I donot think so; the man who 
will take his axe and his rifle, and go into the 
frontier, forests, or praries; far from roads, from 
mills and schools, and places of worship; far from 
all the comforts and advantages of society, pays 
for the pre-emption right you give him very dear- 


_ly. Yes, sir, the setiler, ina new country, pays 


the full value of the best land in the priva- 
tions he enduress in the hardships he encoun- 
ters, and the labor he performs. 

On this matter I must be allowed to speak from 
experience; and I know that, except in rare in- 
stances, from peculiarly fortunate location, the first 
settler would not be paid for the toil and suffering 
he has to endure, by the gift of a quarter section of 
Jand. I hear Senators speak of land ina state of 
nature worth from ten to fifty dollars per acte; I 
have never seen such land; it is net to be found in 
any of the fine bottoms of the West: it is an El 
Dorado, which exists only in the fancy. 

It has been proved, I think, that Government 
does not get much more than the minimum price 
for land at the public sales; so that there is nothing 
to balance against this natural and long practised 
mode of settling your public lands. I am there- 
fore in favor of this bill—of adopting it into our 
permanent land system. 

Mr. WRIGHT, who also replied to some re- 
marks of Mr. C. personal to himself, which were 
explained by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. LINN also fullowed in explanation, and also 
urged the propriety and necessity of appropriating 
money for the purpose of putiing the nation in a 
position to maintain ber honor, and defend herself 
from foreign aggressicn, instead of dividing her 
revenues among ihe Siates. 

Mr. TALLMADGE contended that by dividing 
the money among the States to be devoted to the 
purposes of internal improvement, the best meaus 
means for national defence was adopted. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had but a very few 
words to say. The Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Cty] in the course of his remarks to day had as- 
serted that Senators friendly to the present Admin- 
istration had argued at the last session in favor of 
the reduction of the wages of labor. When called 
upon by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Tarpan] to 
mention the names of any such Senators, he de- 
clined to comply with the request, he (Mr. B.) pre- 
sumed from cour'esy to those implicated in the 
charee. His speech at the last session in favor of 
the Independent Treasury Bil), so far as related to 
the wages of labor, had been so extensively mis- 
represented, out of this House, that even at 
the risk of having it suggested that he had made 
an application of the remark of the Senator to 
himself, he rose to disclaim any such argu- 
ment. He had never risen in the Senate, he 
never could rise in the Sehate, and use an ar- 
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gument in favor of reducing the wages of the 
poor man’s labor. He was incapable of advocat- 
ing any such proposition. He had disclaimed any 
such argument, over and over again at the last ses- 
sion, and he should ever disclaim it as often as it 
might be impu'ed. If the Senator from Kentucky, 
or any other Senator, should at any time think 
proper to examine his speech, end attempt to fix 
such a charge upon kim, he should at all times be 
prepared to repel it, and prove that no such doc- 
trine was contained in his speech. 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and said he had but a few 
remarks to make; but a very general w.sh for ad- 
journment being expressed, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, January 29, 1841. 

Mr. BURKE asked the consent ot the House to 
offer a reso‘ution, that the select committee appoint- 
ed at the last session on the subject of statione- 
ry and the letter of the Cle.k, be reappointed. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BURKE moved to suspend the rules; but 
the motion was negatived. 

Mr. MORRIS of Ohio asked leave to introduce 
a bill entitied “‘An act to repeal an act entitled an 
act to provide for the safe-keeping, transfer and 
disbursement of the public money,” approved July 
4, 1840. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. MORRIS moved to suspend the rules, and 
thereupon called for the yeas and nays; waich were 
ordered. 

Mr. MEDILL inquired of it would be in order to 
call for the reading of the bill. 

The SPEAKER replying in the affirmative, 

Mr. MEDILL said that he would then call for 
the reading of it, as he was very anxious to know 
what substitule his colleague proposed for the law 
now in force, and which was sought to be re- 
pealed. 

{ Che bill was then read. It proposed no substi- 
tute | 

The question was then taken, and resultel—yeas 
79, nays $7, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Boardman, Bond, Botts, Briggs, 
Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, James Cooper, Crabb, 
Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, 
Doe, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, James Garland, 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gianger, Green, Grin- 
nell, Hall, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Lane, Lincoln, 
McCarty, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saitonstall, Sergean', 
Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Jchn B. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trambuil, Peter J. Wagner, War- 
ren, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—79. 

NAYS—Messis. Adams, Banks, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Bauer, William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 
Chapman, Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Craig, Crary,'Cross, Thomas Daves, John 
Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fietcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Homes, Hub- 
bard, Jameson, Jenifer, Cave Johnsen, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClure, McCulloch, McKay, 
Meredith Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Pickens, Prentiss, Reynelds, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Jobn Smith, Thos. 
Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sweney, Jacob Themp- 
son, Turney, Vroom, Weller, Jared W. Wil- 
ilams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—87. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and resume the consideration of 
the Treasury note bill, 
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Mr. DAWSON moved that the special order be 

tponed until Monday next, in order that the 

ouse might go into a Committee of the Whole on 
private bills. 

But the motion of Mr. Jongs having precedence, 
the question was taken thereon by yeas aud nays, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Alford, Anderson, Banks, 
Beirne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, 
Wm. O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, 
James Carroll, Zadok Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Coanor, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Cress, Thomas Davee, John Davis, Dicker- 
son, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, East. 
man, Ely, Evans, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, ‘sentry, Gerry, Gogein, Gra- 
ham, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of Norih Carolina, Hillen, Hub- 
bard, Jameson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
son, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead- 
better, Leonard, Loweil, Lucas, McCarty, Mce- 
Clelian, McClure, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith 
Mallory, Francis Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 8S. W. Morris, 
Parrish, Parmenter, Pickeas, Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, John Rogers, Sa- 
muels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Jobn Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson,Turney, Vroom, 
Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Wise, and Worthington —110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Blackwell, Boardman, Bond, Cal- 
houn, Chinn, Chittenden, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Edward Davies, John 
W. Davis, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Doe, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Gid- 
dings, Granger, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Henry, 
Hoffman, Hunt, James, Chas. Johnston, Wm. C. 
Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lane, Linco!n, Mar- 
vin, Mason, Monroe, Manroe, Moore, Morgan, 
Calvary Merris, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Ran- 
dall, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Thomas W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. 
Williams—70. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casry 
in the chair,) and resumed the cons deration ot the 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. WISE then took the fluor, and was about to 
resume his remarks, but gave way to 

Mr. RHETT, who wished to ask the gentleman 
from Virginia, whether the remark made by him 
on yesterday, that there was now a member of this 
House, who was in the S.uth Carolina Convention, 
and who proposed a dissolution of the Union, was 
applied to him? ; 2 

Mr. WISE replied in the affirmative, and said 
that such was the impression prevailing in the 
country in 1832; and if the newspapers at that time 
were to be believed, Mr. R. bad actually proposed, 
or talked of proposing a dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. RHETT said that the gentleman was en- 
tirely misinformed; neither he nor any ether mem- 
ber of the convention of South Carolina ever pro- 
posed a dissolution of th® Union, nor was any 
such proposition ever made or discussed in the 
convention. - 

Mr. WISE was glad he had made the remark, 
for it had given the gentleman from South Caroli- 
na an opportunity of contradicting i!; and hoped, 
so far at least as the South was concerned, that that 
section of the Unien would stand vindicated from 
the charge ferever. ’ 

Mr. W. gave his views at some length in rela: 
tion to the publictands, and argued against a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds among the States. Rather 
than do so, he maintained that it would be much 
better to appropriate the money for the defence of the 
Western frontier; or, if they did not choose to do 
that, the lands might be disposed of for the in- 
crease of the navy, the building of steamships, &c. 

He argued with much ea:nestness against the pa- 
tronage of the Exccutive over the public lands, 
which in one year bad amounted to not less than 
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twenty-five millions of dollars. He considered it 
dangerous in the extreme, and as absorbing in its 
gtasp even the Siate power. 

While speakiag on this head, Mr. W. said he 
would suppose that the ghost of Cicero had arisen, 
and was walking in the streets of Rome at mid- 
night. 

He would suppose the shade of the illustrious 
statesman as meeting with an inhabitant of modern 
Rome in the street at night, aud asking him how 
long it would be before day. 

The inhabitant pulls from his pccket a chrono- 
meter, to see the time. 

“Oh! what’s that?” says the ghost. 

“Jt is a chronometer; an instrument invented by 
the Germans for measuring time.” 

“Indeed!” 

The inhabitant then takes from his pocket an al- 
manack. 

“Oh!” says the ghost, “‘what’s that?” 

“It isan almanac; it is the art of printing, the 
wonderful means of rapidly transmitting human 
thought, and also invented dy the Germans. 

“O! how wonderfal!” exclaims the ghost. 

The ghost and the inhabitant then knock at the 
door of several citizens, but they are all asleep, 
and cannot be awakened. 

The inhabitant then takes from his pocket a pis- 
tol, and fires it. 

The ghcst starts and is almost frightened back 
tohis grave. What's that? says he, in the greatest 
alarm. 

“Why, it ic a pistol,” says the inhabitant, ‘‘and 
explains the invention of guapo#d:r; a!so invented 
by the Germans.”’ 

‘All invented by the Germans?” says the ghost. 
“and what have the Italians been doing.” 

At that momenta Jazy lazzaroni comes gaping 
up, just awoke from his sleep. “This,” says the 
inhabitant, ‘‘is what they have been doing.” 

Mr. W. then applied this imaginary scene to the 
present slate of things, in relation to Executive pa- 
tronage, which, like the Germans, had been ab- 
sorbing every thing, while the people, like the 1. z- 
zaroni, had been gaping the while. 

In concluding, Mr. W. proceeded to say that, if 
he differed frem his friends on the present occasion, 
it was an honest difference arising from the convic- 
tion of his own mind that he was right. He had 
expressed himself in this manner because he felt 
bound to put himself right. 

Having spoken against a tariff, and the distribu- 
tion system, it would be asked, what then would he 
do? Why he would say, that constrained against 
his will, he would vote for the issue of these Trea- 

sury notes, as a temporary remedy for the present 
year, or at least until the meeting of the next Con- 
gress in December. 

It might be asked, what would he do for the fu- 
ture? Why, he would fold his arms and wait. It 
was possible that he might never come back to that 
House again, and perhaps some of his friends 
would be very glad if he never did come back. He 
had this to say, however, that he could either come 
back or let it alone, just as he pleased. He wished 
it understood, though, that he was a candidate until 
he should say publicly that he was not. As to 
whether he returned or not, that would all depend 
upon private considerations. But if not, then his 
friends might depend that he would, at home, fol- 

. low out the same great principles on which he had 
acted here. 

As regarded the compromise act, that, in his opi- 
nion, ought to be left alene, until an actual and not 
an artificial necessity should arise. The tariff 
question ought not !o be touched on account of a 
ar 2-6 deficiency. 

r. W. then proceede/i to state how, in his younger 
days, he had voted for General Jackson, and how he 
had split frcm him-when that perso2, in bis opinion, 
failed to support the principles on which he was 
elected. He had said, that although General Jackson 
was master of millions, be (Mr. W.) was master 
of him elf. This he would say again in relation to 
Genera! Harrison. 


Mr. W. then contended that the proper means of 
Sustaining the Treasury was to husband their re- 
sources at this time. ‘Let there be no distribution, 
no giving away; for there could be no such thing 


as giving away from a beggar. The Treasury was 
in a state of beggary; it was empty, and there was 
nothing to give away. Let them be honest and 
pay their debts before they thought of giving any 
thing away. The common law would permit no 
will to be executed before the debts were first paid. 
Let them pay, then, all their honest debts before 
they talked of a distribution of the public lands. 

The next means of relieving the Treasury was 
to push a vigorous system of reduction. His friend 
from Maine, (Mr. Evans] who in other matters 
was as clear sighted a man as any in the House, 
could not see, the other day, how they were to get 
a supply by reducing the expenditures. Why, that 
old philosopher, Benjamin Franklin, proved that 
“a penny saved was a peony got,” and he was sure 
prised that his friend from Maine could not com- 
prehend it. 

But it was contended that there could be no re- 
duction. This was not so. There could be a re- 
duction, and a great réduction, too. He had said 
this before the election, and he again asserted it 





now. There could be avery great reduction, and | 


that reduction ought to be pushed rigorously. 

Mr. W. then noticed, as one means of reduc- 
tion, a reformation among the office holders. He 
urged that office holders ought no longer to be per- 
mitted or expected to take part in politics. They 
ought, said he, to be compelled to remain at their 
desks, with their heads upon their business, and 
the pen in their hands, and to be required to 
mind that business. If this p'an shonld be 
adopted, and every neglect, in pcint of time, 
or other inat'ention, however sma!!, punished wih 
instant dismissal, then the Government would be 
benefited to a great degreeeven in this matter. 
Here alone would be a great saving. But, said 
Mr. W. let the abominable system of proscription 
for political opinion be abolished. For his part he 
did not like this constant changing of office holders 
for opinion’s sake, by which men were frequently 
brought in who were not capable of performing the 
duties. If a man was found to be competent, and 
minded his business, why not let him remain, in- 
stead of having these constant removals, by which 
the Government was pubto a great expense by the 
appointment of incompetent persons. He had al- 
ways denounced this system of proscription, and 
would they, after condemning its practice by the 
Loco Focos, be guilty of it themselves? 

Mr. W. concluded by expressing his opinion that 
a National Bank would be the only effectual means 
of preserving a sound currency, and his belief that 
General Harrison would be his own President and 
act for himself. 

Mr. HUBBARD then obtained the floor, but 
gave way fora motion that the committee rise; 
and 

On thefques'ion being taken, there were—ayes 45, 
noes 72, no quorum voting. 

The committee then rose and reported that fact 
to the House. 


Mr. ANDREWS moved a call of the House, 
but it was not ordered. 

Mr. RIVES said, that since the vote had been 
counted, a sufficient numbers of members had 
come in to constitute a quorum. 


On motion of Mr. STANLY, the House again 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, 
and resumed the consideration of the bill autho- 
rizing the issue of Treasury notes. 


Mr. HUBBARD then commenced his remarks 
in favor of the bill, and in rep!* toseveral gentle. 
men on the opposite side who had preceded bim; 
but, without concluding, gave way for a motion 
that the ccmmittee rise; and 

On that question a division was called for, when 
there appeared—ayes 19, noes 20—no quo um. 

The committee then rose and reported that fact 
to the House. 





Mr. ADAMS arked leave to offer the following | 


resolation, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the instructors of the pupils of the 
asylum for the deaf and dumb end the education 
of the blind, be authorized to exhibit the progress 
of their said pupils in this Hall for one hour and a 
half on Monday morning next, before the meeting 
of the House, 
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Mr. VANDERPOEL moved that the House ad- 
journ; and thereupon ; 
Mr. ANDREWS called for the yeas and navs; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 51, nays 22. 
So the House adjourned, 








Note.—Mr. Beatry was in the House, but 
notin his seat, when his name was called on the 
motion of Mr. Jongs of Virginia, to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole. If Mr. B. had been present, 
he would have voted in the affirmative. 





IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, January 30, 1841. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Wittiam C. Rives,elected by the General 
Assembly of the State of Virginia a Senator from 
that State for six years from the 4th of March, 
1839; which was read. 

Mr. RIVES then appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the credentials of the 
Hon. James F. Simmons, elected by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Rhode Island a Senator from 
that State for six years from the 4th of March next; 
which were read, and ordered to be placed on file. 

Tne VICE PRESIDENT submitted a message 
from the President of the United States, showing the 
necessity of a farther appropriation for the comple- 
lion of the preparatory survey and exploration of 
the Northeastern boundary of the United States; 
which was referred to the Commitiee on Finance 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, with a statement of the appropriations for 
naval service during the year 1840; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Maine, remonstrating against the repeal of 
the fishing bounties; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of E. 
Gonon, praying the a‘option of a system of tele- 
graphs to be established between the cities of 
Washing’on an| New York; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ALLEN, in pursnance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to con- 
tinue in force the first section of an act entitled 
“An acttoextend the time for locating Virginia 
military lard warrants, and returning surveys 
thereon to the General Land Office, approved July 
7, 1838; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Comaittee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 
Christian Orandorf bave leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred a bill to amend 
ak act entitled an actto grant ceriain relinquished 
and unappropriated lands to the State of Alabama, 
for the purpose of improving the navigation of the 
Tennessee, Coosa, Cahawba, and Black Warrior 
rivers, approved May 23, 1828, and the several 
acts supplementary and amendatory thereto; re- 
ported the same wihout amendment. 

The bill for the relief Juan Belgar; and 

The b.ll for the relief of the legal heirs and re- 
presentatives of William Conway, were severally 
considered as in committee of the whole, and after 
being amended, on motion by Mr. MOUTON, 
were crdered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Th? joint resoluticn for the relief of Langtree 
aud O’sul.ivan was taken up, and was advocated 
by Messrs. TAPPAN and PRESTON, and op- 
posed by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama and SEVIER; 
but without coming to any conclusion thereon— 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Se- 
nate proceeded to the consideration of the special 
oider— 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTIUN LAW. 

The bill to establish a permancnt prospective 
pr-emption system, in favor of settlers on the pub- 
lic lands who sbali inhabit and cultivate the same, 
and raise a log-cabin thereon, was taken up, the 
question being on the motion of Mr. Cairrenpzn 
to recommit the bill with instructions to report a 
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bill for the distribution of the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands among the States. 

Mr. CALHOUN, who was entitled to the floor, 
replied at length to the argaments of Messrs. Cuay 
of Kentucky and Wes rear, and demonstrated the 
unconstitutionality of the distribution measure, and 
vindicated the measure of cession from the attacks 
of those gentlemen. 

He was was followed in the debate by Messrs. 
MANGUM and WEBSTER, and replied to those 
gentlemen. 

Mr. YOUNG then took the floor, and after a 
few explanatory remarks, proposed as an amend- 
ment to Mr. CarrrenpEn’s motion to substitute for 
it the bill of Mr. Catnoun, proposing to cede the 
Jands to the States within which they lie, upon 
certain conditions, which he hoped would be ordered 
to be printed, and the further consideration of the 
subject postponed until Monday. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama assented to this course, 
but hoped as the debate on this question had al- 
ready lasted four weeks, that it would be finally 
disposed of on Monday evening. 

And the Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, January 30, 1841. 
Mr. PICKENS, hy consent, introduced the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to com- |! 


municaie to this House, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, any information or correspond- 
ence he may have in relation to recentseijzares or 
search of any of our vessels upon the coast of 


ee 
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and drawn; together with the names of the persons 
to whom, or in whose favor, and for whose benefit 
such drafts have been drawn, and the service, 
consideration, or object for which they have been 
drawn; also, at what time or times, and what 
amount of Treasury notes, if any, have been depo- 
sited with any of the banks; and if any,whichof such 
banks, and at what time; what amount and what 
description of funds, if any, were received from 
the banks in which such deposites were made, and 
whether said money was left in deposite im said 
banks, or transferred to the Independent or Sub- 
Treasury, as directed by law, and at what time the 
interest commenced on the notes thus deposited. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

V. From the State Department, in compliance 
with the resolution of the House of the 27th instaat, 
relative to the census returns from the Marshal of 
the district of Connecticut. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Vi. From the President of the United States, as 
follows: ° 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 


| United States: 


Africa, or eisewhere, by British cruisers or autho- | 


rities, and the cause of such search or seizure, and 
the authority under which they have been made. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the resolution by 
adding the following: 

“And also copies of all correspondence between 
the Governments of the United States and Great 
Britain relating to the African slave trade, from 
the 3d of March, 1837, and of despatches from 
Nathaniel P. Trist, Consul of the United States at 
Havana, to the Department of State, relating in 
any way to the said African slave trade.” 

Mr. PICKENS accepted this amendment as a 
modification of his resojution. 

And the resolution, thus amended, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, the House con- 
curred in the following resolution of the Senate, 
adopted on the 28th inst. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to join 
snch committee as may be appointed on the part of 
the House of Representatives, to ascertain and re- 
porta mode of examining the votes for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President of the United States, and 
of potifying the persons elected of their election. 

The SPEAKER Jaid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

I, From the ‘Treasury Department, in compli- 
ance with the resolution of the House of the 17th 
of December, as to the manner in which the Inde- 
pendent Treasury has been carried into effect. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

ll. From the Navy Department, in obedience to 
the resolution of the House of the 8'h inst. calling 
for information in regard to the Navy pension 
fund. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Ill. From the same Department, in accordance 
with the provisicns of the second section of the act 
of Congress of May 1, 1820, entitled “An act in 
addition to the several acts for the establishment 
of the Treasury, War, and Navy Departments; 
showing the annual statement of the appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year 1840, and 
the amount appropriated under each specific head, 
the amount expended under each, and the ba- 
lances remaining in the Treasury on the 3lst of 
December, 1840. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. From the Treasury Department, in com- 
pliance with the resolutions of the House of the 
22d of December, calling upon the Secretary to 
report to the House the amount of Treasury notes 
and drafts that have been issued, and drawn since 
the first of January, 1840, with the respective dates 
at which such notes and drafts have been issued 


: a 


In compliance with the act of Congress of the 31 
of March, 1829, 1 herewith transmit to Congress 
the twelfth annual report of the Board of Inspec‘ors 
of the Penitentiary of the District of Columbia. 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuineton, January 29, 1841. 
Referred to the Commitiee for the District of 


‘| Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


VII. Another message from the President, viz: 
To the House of Representatives: 

By the report of the Secretary of State, herewith 
communicated, and the accompanying papers, it 
appears that an additional appropriation is necessa- 
ry, if it should be the pleasure of Congress that the 
preparatory exploration and survey of the North- 
eastern boundary of the United States should be 


completed. 
M. VAN BUREN. 





| WasutinoTon, Jan. 29, 1841. 


Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

VIII. From the Navy Department, in compli- 
ance with a receat resolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives, tran:mittine copies of naval courts 
martial in the cases of Commodore Smoot and 
Lieutenants Sharpe and Stallings. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Toe following bill and resolution from the Se- 
nate were then read a first and second time, viz: 

An act author:z:ng the settlement and payment 
of certain claims of the State of Alabama: referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

A resolution authorizing sets of the standard 
weights and measures to be furnished to the War 
Department: referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. Jonxs of Virginia, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the stateof the Union, (Mr. Casey in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill autho- 
rizing the issue of five millions of dollars in Trea- 
sury notes. 

Mr. HUBBARD being entitled to the floor, re- 
sumed his remarks from yesterday in favor of the 
bill. He went on toshow that in the course of the 
debate, there was no necessity for going into the 
merits of the last election and other matters. The 
only question was on the merits of the bill then be- 
fore the committee, and to that alone ought the de- 
bate to be confined. But inasmuch as members on 
the other side had goneinto the merits of other 
subjects, he would consider himself as justified in 
slightly noticing them. He then gave his views on 
the subject of the distribution of the public lands 
and taxation, both direct and indirect. 

Mr. H. then showed the great profits that a Na- 
tional Bank must derive from the keeping of the 
public deposites. ‘The enemies of the Sub-Treasu- 
ry system had urged that, by that scheme, Govern- 
ment would keep all the money. But would nota 
National! Bank keep all the profits from the use of 
the immense amount of the public money? Certain- 
ly it would. That being the case, the bank, if es- 
tablished ought to be required to pay a proper bonus, 








so that the peeple might have the worth of their 
P ie-toatinh tortion Soins. ceaagncad tha © 

n regard to the false charge of t io 
that this Administration to dane r the 
price of labor, Mr. H. said this was in conformity 
with the old rule cf the Opposition, in charging the 
Administration with what they were aiming to do 
themselves. He then argued that the enormous 
expenditures he anticipated would be made when 
General Harrison came into power, would bea 
sure means of reducing the price of labor. 

Speaking of the proposed loan, advocated by 
some gentleman on the other side, Mr. H. declared 
that the State of Alabama would not accept a loan 
which would make her condition worse than it 
was before. Besides, the present distressed con- 
dition in the money market in France and England, 
rendered it extremely doubtful whether a loan 
could be obtained, if authoriz:d. 

After some further remarks in relation to the 
public lands, Mr. H. alluded to the specie circular 
of the jate President Jackson. He showed that if 
that circular had not been issued, the whole public 
domain would have been swept away by worthless 
bank paper, and then the Opposition party would 
have blamed the Executive for permitting it. 

Mr. JENIFER next obtained the floor, and 
spoke against the issue of Treasury notes, and in 
favor of a loan. 

After some remarks in re’ation to the arguments 
urged by Mr. Wise against an extra session, Mr. 
J. proceeded to contend that if Gen. Harrison 
should call an extra session at the earliest practica- 
ble period, he would be carrying out the principles 
on which he was elecied. If au extra session 
should be called only to repeal the Sub-Treasury 
law, that would be of itself a sufficient reason. 

Mr. J. wentonto express his regret that in the 
three days’ speech of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise] that gentleman had not assumed a sin- 
g'e position which could be sanctioned by his political 
friends. 

Mr. J. then proceeded at some length to contro- 
vert the conclusions drawn by Mr. W. in relation 
to the effects of a tariff on foreign wines, silks, etc. 
He (Mr. J.) argued that this course ought to be 
pursued by us as a matter of self-defence, and thit 
to act upon this principle would be sound policy. 
If France had the right to lay restrictive duties on 
American goods, then we had the same right to lay 
an impost on her wines and silks; for he contended 
that the introduction of silks here was a benefit to 
France, and an injury to the cotton planter. 

Mr. J. then went into the merits of the tobacco 
interest, and referred at great length to the policy of 
this country and France in relation to it. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL next obtained the floor, 
but yielded it to 
\, Mr. CUSHING, who made a brief explanation, 
to the effect that the views of the North on the tariff 
question were conciliatory. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL was then about to proceed, 
when, at the solicitation of his friends, be again 
yielded the floor; and a motion was made that the 
committee rose. 

A division being called, no quorum voted. 

The committee then rose, and reported that fact 
to the House. 

A motion was then made to adjourn, and it was 
decided in the affiimative, as follows; yeas 53, 
nays 29. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 1, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a report 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting abstracts 
of the general returns of the militia of the United 
States, and of their arms, accoutrements, and am- 
munition for the year 1839; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

The following are the numbers of the militia in 
the respective States and Territories, as given in 
the Adjutant Generai’s retarn: 


Maine . 4 ; 46 338 
New Hau pshire ° ‘ 23,762 
Massachusetts . ; “ 90,857 
Vermont ‘ ‘ . 26,307 
Rhode Island. ; : 4,491 
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Connecticut 43 176 
New York 162,172 
New Jersey 39,171 
Pennsylvania 202 281 
Delaware 9,229 
Maryland 46264 
Virginia ‘ 105 522 
North Carolina . 65 218 
South Carolina . 48 817 
Georgia 57,312 
Alabama 44 332 
Louisiana ‘ . 14,808 
Mississippi s ° e 36 084 
Tennessee . . 60,932 
Kentucky 82 335 
Ohio . “ 146 428 
Indiana . : 53.913 
Illinois . ‘ ‘ ‘ 27,386 
Missouri 34,856 
Arkansas 2,028 
Michigan ° 5,476 
Florida Territory . . 827 
Wiskonsan 5,223 
Iowa. ; 
District of Columbia 1,249 
Total 1,492 444 


Also, a communication from the Governor of 
lowa, tranymitting resolutions of the Legislative 
Council on various subjects; which were referred to 
the appropriate committees. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial very nu- 
merously signed by merchants of Charleston, re- 
monstrating against the passage of a bankrupt 
law; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Oneida county, remonstra'ing against the 
passage of any bankrupt law which will be retro- 
aclive in ils operation; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial signed by a 
very large number of the mercbants and business 
men of the city of Albany, against the passage ot a 
bankrupt law similar to that of the last session; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
citizens of the borough and county of Erie, asking 
an appropriation to complete the construction of the 
harbor at that place. Mr. B. adverted to the great 
importance of this harbor, in case difficulties should 
arise with our neighbor on the northern side of the 
Jakes, and said that without further appropriations 
were made to complete it, all that had been hereto- 
fore spent would have been spent in vain. Tae 
asked that the memorial might be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. KING remarked that the Committee on 
Commerce had already taken this subject into con- 
sideration, and would report the result of their de- 
liberations at an early day. The memorial was 
then referred and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Delaware in favor of a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the States. Mr. CLAYTON and 
Mr. BAYARD submitted som: remarks in con- 
nection with this subject, in the course of which 
Mr. B. intimated his intention at the next session 
to submit a motion to expunge the expunging reso- 
lution. The resolutions were laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. YOUNG presented memorials of citizens of 
Greene and Scott counties, Illinois, praying the 
establishment of certain post routes; which were 
referred tothe Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


Mr. Y. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
St. Louis, askiog for aid in the construction of the 
Mount Carmel and New Albany Railread Compa- 
ny, which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memorial 
of citizens of Logan county, Ohio, asking for the 
recognition of Hayti and the establishment of di- 
plomatic relations therewith. Mr. C. said as no- 
thing could be done with this subject at the present 
session, if indeed amy thing ought to be done at all, 


he would move that the memoria! should be laid on 
the table; which was agreed to. 
Mr. STURGEON said he held in his hand reso- 































instructing his colleague and himself to vote for a 
distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands among the Stafes agreeably to their ratio 
of represeatation. He should obey the general 
tenor of the resolutions, and vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Carir- 
TENDEN | to the bill now before the Senate. 

Although he was not among those who had im- 
plicit faith in legislative instructions, nor would he 
yield them implicit obedience, yet while he held a 
seat in the Senate of the United States, he should 
feel disposed to conform in his vote to the wishes of 
the people of the State which he had the honor in 
part to represent; and as he was inclined to believe 
that a majority of the people ef the State of Penn- 
sylvania may be at this time in favor of a distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
he was disposed to take the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature as collateral evidence, and collateral evi- 
dence alone, of the fact. He should cast his vote 
accordingly. 

The resolutions were read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Pennsylvania, asking that 
a duty may be imposed on foreign silk, for the 
protection of the American silk grower. Mr. B. 


memorialists, but as he had stated at the last ses- 
sion, the Senate had no power to originate a reve- 
nue bill. The memorial was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. GRAHAM presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Orange county in favor of a bankrupt law; 
which was read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. MOUTON presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Louisiana in favor of the passage of a 
general bankrupt law, which were read, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. MOUTON, the petition and 
papers of the heirs of Peter Walker, and the papers 
of the heirs of Antonio Gras, were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented memorials of citizens of 
Indiana, Iilinois, and lowa, praying the esta- 
blishment of mail reutes; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Michigan, in favor of the passage 
of a bill making appropriations for the completion 
of all lake harburs commenced by the Government 
of the United States; which were read, referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Whitehead, reported a bill fer his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill directing a survey to 
ascertain the practicability and expense of con- 
structing a passage from Albemarle Sound to the 
Atlantic Ocean, reported the same with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial asking for the erection 
of a new custom house at Philade!phia, moved to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the motion 
to discharge the committee was laid on the table. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the relief of Juan Belgar; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal heirs and re- 
presertatives of William Conway, 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the relief of Pierre Babin, 

The bill for the relief of George De Passau, of 
Louisiana, 

The bill for the relief of John Compton, as- 
signee and representative of Garrigues Flavjac, 

The bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau, 

The bill confirming the claim of Jean Baptiste 
Comeau to a tract of land in Louisiana, and 


Mr.WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, | 
to which was referred the memorial of William A. 


lutions passed by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, | 


said he was entirely favorable to the object of the | 








The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Therese Malette, widow of Gaspard Phiole, 
were severally considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reacing. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 

The bill io establish a permanent prospective pre- 
emption sysiem, in favor of settlers on the public 
lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the same, and 
raise a log cabin thereon, was taken up, the question 
beinz on the motion of Mr. CarrrenpDen to recommit 
the bill, with instructions to reporta bill for the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the States, which Mr. Youne had on Satar- 
day proposed to amend by a motion to substitute 
for it the bill of Mr. Catnoun, proposing to cede 
the lands to the States within which they lie, upon 
certain conditions. 

Mr. YOUNG addressed the Senate at length in 
favor of his motion, and in defence of the pre-emp- 
live policy. 

Mr. FULTON followed on the same side, who 
advocated the cession bill as a measure of justice 
due to sovereign States. 

Mr. HUBBARD then obtained the floor, but, it 
being late, yielded to a motion for adjournment. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 1, 1841. 
After the journal was read, 
The Hon. HINES HOLT, of Georgia, elected to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of 
the Hon. W. T. Co.auirt, appeared, was qualified, 


and tock his seat. 
MILEAGE. 

The SPEAKER siated that a member from 
Kentucky, Mr. S. Wituiams, who was confined to 
his room by indisposition, had presented to him an 
account for short mileage at a previous Congress. 
He ¢id not feel authorized to issue a warrant for 
the payment of the account, as it related toa time 
when the chair was not occupied by the present in- 
cumbent. Such cases as this had formerly been 
adjusted by the Committee of Accounts; but since 
the creation of the Cemmittee on Mileage, that 
committee considered its duties on the subject as 
superseded. The present Committee on Mileage 
did not conceive that it could go behind the present 
Congress; and the Segaxer said he was left the 
only alternative of submitting the matier to the 
House for their disposal. 

Mr. WISE moved that the Sreaxer settle and 
adjust the account. But, 

After some remarks by Messrs. SMITH of 
Maine, JOHNSON of Virginia, THOMPSON of 
South Carolina, MORGAN, WILLIAMS of Con- 
necticut, and WHITE of Kentucky, 

On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, the subject was 
laid upon the table. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Casey in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill autho- 
rizing the issue of Treasury notes. 


Mr. VANDERPOEL being entitled to the floor, 
observed that there was no member of the commit- 
tee who had the least doubt but that the bill would 
pass; and yet, although there was an immediate ne- 
cessity fur its passege, honorable gentlemen had 
selected it as a mark at which to commence a sort 
of fire against the Administration. At such atime, 
when the Treasury was in immediate want of relief, 
he would leave it to their own consciences to say 
how magnanimous was such conduct. 


Mr. V. then procreded t> notice the unfounded 
charg¢s of the Opposition in relation to the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. A gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Evans] had contended that the 
Secretary had given no pievious intimation that the 
Treasury would require relief. Such was not the 
case. At the last session of Congress, the Secreta- 
ry had again and again called the attention of Con- 
gress to the fact, and asked the adoption of such 
measures as would afford relief. But no attention 
was paid to the warning, a deaf ear was turned to 
every remonsirance, and the Secretary had to go 
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through the year as weilashe could. Suchcharg’s, 
therefore, were unfair and unjust. 

As a matter of justice to the Secretary, Mr. V. 
read the foliowing extract from the anneal report, 
to show that the atiention of Congress had becn 
again called to the maiter at the commencement of 
the present session: 

“It will be observed, however, that though, un 
der either of these arrangemen's, enough mizht b 
obtained within the who'e of 1841 for the objects 
contemplated, yet not a due or sufficient preportion 
in the first quarter; because by that time all ihe 
measures are not likely to go into full operation, 
nor much of the antic:pated increace to happen in 
the actual rec‘ip's of duties unter existing laws. 
Unusually heavy expenses will also fall on that 

P 





quarter in the next year. In addition to a full 

tion of most of the current expen-es, and the 
whole peasion payments for the first half of the 
year, and one-third of a million, or mvre, for all 
be imposed 
on it most of the charges for the whole year con- 
nected with the session of Corgrets and private 
bills, as weil as large payments for taking the cea- 
sus, and fer the first instalment of the debt of this 
District; several of them as eaily even as the first 
day of January. 

“From these circumstances, and the considera- 
tions that all which is due from the banks may net 
be thea paid, and that the balance in the Treasury, 
under the policy adopied by Congress of late years, 
wi'l of necessity be smail, while the fluctcations 
and inequalities are very great between the receipts 
and expenditnres in different portions of the year, 
to which we are constantly exposed from causes 
that have on former occasions been explaincd at 
length, it must be obvious that entire safety re- 
quires a conditional power to be seasonably confer- 
red on the Executive to obtain at any time within 
1841 such subsidiary means as may be needed for 
a few monihs, and as may be sovflicient to enable 
the Treasury pure'ual'y to discharge, during that 
year, all the liabilities imposed by Congress.” 

How, then, cou'd the gentleman say that no intl- 
mation had becn given that (he Treasury would re 
quire relief? 

Mr. V. then priceeded to notice the glaring in- 
consistencies of those members of the Opposition 
who bad spoken oa the bill. Oae con’ended that 
the amount askel fer was extravagant, while 
another would contend that it was not enongh. 
What answer could be given when such inconsis- 
lencies were exhibited—when hot aud cold were 
blown ia the same breath. 

After some farther remarks on this head, Mr. 
V. observed that a gent'eman from Tennessee had 
proncunced the Adminis'ration as a ‘“‘niggardly” 
A‘ministation. Also, that the Administra‘ion 
coming into power was the first one that had to de- 
pend on the Administration go ng out for its suste- 
nance during ihe year. As lor the cherge of bein? 
‘“niggardiy,” seid Mr. Ve we ar? too deeply im- 


pressed with the wants of the coming Ad- 
miitration to be niggardly Bit however 
large might be the sur appropriated. it 


’ 
1 


wenld not be near suficert to. sati:fy the 


swarm of lean, lank, ravenous eapeciants, «ho 
were hasiening onwaids. But although it was es 


sential that a supply to the com:ng Administration 
should be made with liberality, yet it would not do 
to act with prodigality. When young men come 
into possession of their esia es, it was proper that 
they should be res'rained in the spending of their 
money at first, otherwise they would rua into ex- 
travagant expenditures, which would soon prove 
ruinous. 

So, while some gentlemen wefe denovneing the 
present Adminisiration for extravagance, here was 
the gentleman from Tennessee complain‘ng that 
the appropriations were “niggardly.” It wasa 
great pity, observed Mr. V. that the gent!emen ¢id 
not take the precaution 'o examine e rch o her's 
briefs, before they commene:d the attack, and were 
cuilty cf such discrepancies, and palincd them 
upon the Eouse. 

The great end aimed at by all was to show there 
was a great abt, alihough they all travelled by 
different roads to attain thatend. He (Mr. V.) 
was at first embarrassed to know what could be the 
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object of those gentlemen, in their great anxiety to 
show the exisence ofadebt. But he generally 
| found it the case that our wishes go hand in hand 
| with our anxieties; and he now saw clearly the ob- 
jects simed at in the atiempt to prove the existence 
ef a debi, vz: a Nationa! Bank, and an extra ses- 
sion. Gentlemen well knew that they could never 
succeed in establishing a Naticnal Bank, unless 
Government should put its shoulder to the wheel; 
so there must be a national stockholder and a na- 
tional debt. 

As for expectirg to fill up the capital of such an 
institution from the eapitalis's of the United Sizates, 
it was fallacious. ‘Tae distress in the money mir- 
ket forbade the idea. Where was the capital to be 
procarce?) Would foreign eapitalists come for- 
ward? No: for the suspersions, the revulsions, and 
reverses, presented a spectacle that would destroy 
the confidence of such men. Besiles, what in- 
ducement could foreign capitalists have to invest 
n the stocks of an institution under the control of 
inresponsible individuals, when they could purchase 
stocks of the States, where the faith of the States 
was pledged for their redemption. 

Sut if they could get a national debt, and achar- 
ter for a National Bank from Congress, the diffi- 
culty would be at an end. Here was the grand 
ecret, 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. V. observed 
that it had been gravely determined than an ex'ra 
cession musi be calle’. The dominant party could 
not wait the dee course of time before they came 
inte tle full fraitien of their power, but all the vi- 

ons Waich, for the last six or cight momhs, had 
been dancing before them, muit be realized without 
delay. The sub-Trzasury law was to be repealed, 
and the money of the people taken from under the 
| power of the law and placed under the control of 
the dominant party. 

After adverting to the warnings of Mr. Wise 
on the subject of calling an exira session, Mr. V. 
observed that if he were acting merely as a party 
mean, he ecu'd desire nothing better than an extra 

ession, for hing could be more adverse to the 
party coming into power. He then proceeded to 
show what they wonld have to expect from the 
disappointed, who would be by far more numerous 
than the appointed. Also how gen'leman would 
be compelled to show their hends, for then they 
could no longer play Genera! Mum. ‘Fo ca!l an 
extra session some,five or six weeks alter Gencral 
Harrison had been summoned from his log cabin 
into a palace, weuld be to that party anevent, by 
no means pleasant in its consequences. 

Mr. V. then showed how the non-committalism 
of Gencral Harrison previous to his election could 
then be keptup nolonger. He asked how could 
it be expected that the No:thern Whig who hed 
vo'ed for Harrison as a friend to Abolition, would 
agee with the Southern Whig who had voted for 





| him under ae ntrary impressicn, 


3u! now it dil Lotappear to be understood by the 
Oppesition, what the principles of General Harri- 
on were, for gentlemen of the came hidacy were 
al! quarieliing oa the subj ee. 
, Mr. V. went en to 
examine some cf the grounds that gentlemen of the 
Opposition had taken to prove that the Government 
was in debt. 


After some other remaik 


(| The gentleman from New York [Mr. Bar- 


| 
| he existence of an hallucination of mind on 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


NARD] bad asiumed a position that the amount 
of indebtedness was forty millions; oth:r gentle- 
men had each come to different conclusions. 
Now he (Mr. V.) could not account for such 
strange inconsistencies, other than by supposing 


this sutject. He trusted, however, to show, that 
this debt had no other founda’ion than in the ima- 
giration of thove gentlem’n. But he started with 
this proposition, viz. that it was not cnough to 
show we owed a naticnal debt, but that a debt was 
chargeable upon the year for which they now pro- 
po:el to make provision. 

In December, 1841, the Opposition would 
have the whole Government in their possession, 
with all ils resources, and then they would be able 
to make provision for themselves. But until then 
it was the duty of the present Administration to 





make suitable provision. ‘That was a duty they 
owed to the country. 

Now, if the items referred to by gentlemen as 
composing the debt, were not chargeable in 1841, 
why then was it not preposterous to ask the present 
Administration to make provision for debis not yet 
due? 

Mr. V. then went into an examination of the va. 
rious items by which Mr. Barnarp had contrived 
to make out his imaginary debt of forty millions. [ 
regret to cay, said Mr. V. that my colleague is a 
much bet er poet than arithmetician; but let us cee 
how he und+rtakes to make out a debt of forty mil- 
lions chargeable upon the year 1811. 

In the first place, that gentleman had charged 
the whole priacipal of the debt assamed by Con. 
gress for the District of Columbia to certain citizens 
abroad, ameunting to one million anda half of 
dollars. Now, what did the Secretary say on this 
subject: 

“Bat it will be recollected that Congress, by an 
act passed in May, 1836, engaged, under special 
conditions, to make payment of adebt due from the 
cities of the District of Columbia to certain indivi- 
duals abroad. 

“The princip2] amounted to $1,500,000, and was 
to be paid in yearly instalments of $60,000 each, 
beginning the Ist of January, 1841. But the in- 
terest was payable quarterly, and, during the last 
four years, bas beea regularly discharged by the 
Treasury. 

“Within the present year, notice has been received 
from the azent of the ered:ors that payment of the 
first and subscquent ins'almenis of the principal is 
desired to be made, when due, with punctuality. 
To insure a compliance with that wish, it will be 
necessary, besides meeting the interest quarterly, to 
advance $60,600 of the principal at the commence- 
ment of the ensuing year; and the residue must be 
paid, in like amounts, annually hereafter, till the 
whole is discharged.” 

Now here it appeared that but $60,000, with the 
interest, would be required for the present year for 
that debt, an’ yet the sentleman from New York 
had set down the wholesum, viz: a million anda half, 
as chargeable upon this year. 

This was the first specimen, end he weuld show 
that it was the same throughvut the whole esti- 
mates, 

Mr. V. then, at greatleng'h, went into an exami- 
nation of other items, on whch Mr. Barnarp had 
relied to make out his debt of forty millions, all of 
which he showed were without foundation. 

He then, with keen sarcasm, replied to the loose 
charges made by Messrs. Exit, Taompson, Evans, 
and others agaiust the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and having concluded his remarks, 


Mr. TRIPLETT then obtained the floor. 

A motion was made that the committee rise, 
which prevai'ed; and the committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again. 


Mr. FILLMORE submitted the following, which 
he desired might beread for information: 

Wherras, the bill of this House, (No. 298,) enti- 
tled “An act to auther ze the issuing of Treasury 
notcs,” wastaken up in Committee of the Wh: le 
House on the state of the Union, on the 18th day 
of January list, and has been made under discus- 
sion to this time: 

And whereas, much of the indispensable public 
busine:s is yet to be acted on; therefore, 

Resolved, That said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of said bill, from 
and after the 21 day of February inst. at 3 o’clock, 
p.m. unless the same shall be reported to the 
Hous before that time; and that said bill, with 
such amendments, if any, as shall have been 
adopted in said commitiee, shal] be then tak:n up 
in the House, and be the special o:der until finally 
disposed of; reserving to said committee the right, 
according to the rules of ‘the House, to report the 
same sooner if the discussion shall termina‘e. 

Objection being made to the reception to the re- 
solution, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension.of the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER informed Mr. Fittmore that, 
as his resolution had reference to the disposition of 
the special order, which was the subject actuall 











before the House, it did not require a suspension of 
the rules to consider it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he suppused, then, that 
his proposition was received. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine asked the consent of the 
House to take up Senate bill authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to apply the amount due on 
certa nh contracts, entered into with the War De- 
partment, and Peter H. Geen and Green and 
Emerson, to the extinguishment of a demand due 
to the United States from William King and Pi ter 
H. Green, and refer it to the Commitee of Claims. 

Mr. PECK objected to the motion, on the ground 
that, should it prevail, it would be giving the bill a 
prefereace over others which were entitled to pri- 
ority. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tusspay, February 2, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted resolutions, 
adopte | at a meeting of the cilizens of St. Josephs, 
Florida, in favor of the admission of Fiorida into 
tie Union; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial of shipmas- 
ters and others engaged in commerce in the city of 
Ne v York, against th: r peal of the pilot law of 
1837; which was laid oa the table and ordered to 
be pr nied. 

Mr. WIL" IAMS presented a document, contair- 
ing enswers t) Certain queries propounded to the 
Coile.tor of Po.tland on the subject of fishing 
bounties and allowances; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PORTER presenied a resola ion of the Le- 
gislature of Michigan, relative to the completion 
of lake harbors; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. RUGGLES pres:nted the p>tition of inhabi- 
tants of Freeport, Maine, praying tbe prohibition of 
th: domestic slave trae; the petition of the same 
that no new State be almit ed inio the Union whore 
coustitution tolerates s'avers; the peiicn of the 
same praying the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the Territory of Fierida, and the aboliiion 
of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

On motion by Mr. FULTON, the motion to re- 
ceive the above was Jaid on the table. 

Mr. R. also preserited a petition of inhabitants of 
Freeport, praying the recognition of Hay ti, and the 
establishment of commercial relations therewith, 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of the mem- 
Lers of the bar of the State of Ohio, prayirg an al- 
teration of the place of holding the summer term of 
the circuit and district courts of the United States 
fur the district of Ohio; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Juliciary. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, George W. 
Jones was permitted to withdraw his petition and 
papers on the files of the Senate. 

COUNTING THE ELECTORAL VOTES. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed on the subject of counting the electoral 
ve reported the fullowing resolution, which was 
read: 

Resolved, That the two Houses will assemb!e in 
the Chamber of the House of Representatives on 
Wednesday, the 10th inst. at twelve o'clock, and 

. the President of the Senate shall be the presiding 
officer; that one person be appointed a teller on the 
part of the Senate, and two on the partof the 
House of Representatives, to make a list of the 
votes as they shall be declared; that the result shall 
be delivered to the President of the Senate who 
shall announce the state of the vote and the persons 
elected to the two Houses assemb'ed as aforesaid, 
which shall be deemed a declaration of the persons 
elected President and Vice President of the United 
States, and, together with a list of votes, be entered 
on the journals of the two Houses. 

The resolution was agreed to, and the Vice Pas- 
SIDENT was directed to appoint the teller on the part 
of the Senate, and 

Mr. PRESTON was accordingly appointed. 

_ Mr, FULTON, from the Committee on the Pab- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to authorize 
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the seleciion of school lands in lieu of those grant- 
ed to the half-breeds of Sac and Fox Indians, and 

A bill! for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and 
John Hill, Elizabeth Hill, and Samuel Hill, chil- 
dren and minor heirsat law of Samuel Hill, de- 
ceased, reported the same withoutamendmen!. 

Mr. HUB8ARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred a resolution of the Leg's'a- 
tare ol Georgia, ia favor of the settlement of the 
claims of her citizens for depredations by the hos- 
tile Creek Indians; and 

A memorial of the same body urging the pry- 
ment of the claim of Dennis Hills, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, on 
the ground of there being no evidence ia support of 
the claims. The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. H. also, from the same commitiee, askel to 
be discharged from the further con:lderation of the 
memorial of Richard Harrisand Nimrod Farrow, 
and 

The memorial of T. G. Bradford. Of the latter 
claim Mr. H. said there wes much equity in it, 
but the construstion by the Attorney General 
brought it withia the prohibition ef the act of 
March, 1839. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revclutionary Ciaims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Robert El. Sanders; which was read, and order- 
ed to a secon! reading. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Porter, was taken up, and, after some modifi- 
Caiiens, agreed to 

: BILLS PASSED. 

The bill for the rei-f of Pucrre Babin; 

Tae bill for ihe rei-f of Gevrge de Passau, of 
Louisiina; 

Toe bill fer the relief of John Compton, as- 
signee and representative of Garrigues Fiaujac; 

The bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau; 

The bill confirming the claim of Jean Baptiste 
Comeau to a tract of land in Louisiana; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Taere-e Malette, widow of Gaspaid Phiole, 
were several'y read a third time. and passed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were taken up and con. 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and ordgred 
to be engrossed for a third rea ling: 

The bil! for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathaniel Pryor, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Ephraim D. Dickson. 

The b:ll for the relief of J. M. Sirader. 

The bill for tke relief of the heirs of Madame 
De Lus-er. 

The bill for the relief of Gurdon S. Hubbard, Ro- 
bert A. Kinzie, and others. 

The bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Paxton. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava. < 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Pierre Bonhomme. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Wilson; and 

The biil for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colia Bishop. 

PERMANENT PROSPECTIVE PRE-EMPTION LAW. 


The bill to establish a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system, in favor of settlers on the 
public lands, who shall inhabit and cultivate the 
same, and raise a log cabin thereon, was taken up, 
the question beisg as follows: 


Mr. CRITTENDEN} had submitted the fol- 
lowing motion: 

Resolved, That the bill be recommitted to the Committee on 
Public Lands, with instructions to report amendments thereto, 
to the following effect: 

1. To distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among the several States of the Union, in just and equitable 
proportions. . 

2. To grant toactual bona fide settlers upon the public lands 
the right of pre-emption to any quantity thereof, not exceeding 
one half section of 320 acres, including the place of settlement, 
atthe minimum price of $1 25 peracre, with such provisions 
as shall limit this right of settlementand pre-emption to actual 
bona fide settlers, whose estates, at the time of settlement, shall 
not exceed the value of $1,000; and, furthermore, with such 
provisions as shall effectually exclude the wealthier speculatots 
from all benefit under this Jaw, and shall prevent them from in- 
terfering with, or participating in, the privilege and right of set- 
tlement and pre-emption, which are hereby granted and intend- 
ed for the sole advantage of the needy an Ponest settlers and 
cultivators of the soil. 


Mr. YOUNG had moved to amend Mr. Crir- 
TENDEN’s motion by substituting the following: 
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A provision to dispose ofthe public lands within the limits of 


the new States, to the following effeci 

That all the public lands within the States of Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Hlinots, Indiana, Ohio, 
and Michigan, with the exceptions of the sites of fortifications, 
navy and dock yards, arsenals, magazines, and all other public 
buildings, shall, after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty two, be disposed of to the States within the limits of 
which they are respectively situated, they having previously 
complied withthe following conditions: 

First. That the said States shall severally pass acts, to be 
irrevocable, that they will monthly, as the sales of the sail lands 
shall progress, pay into the Treastiry of the United Siates, at the 
most convenient places of deposite, and to such vilicer as may 
be appointed to receive the same, sixty-five per cent. on the 
gross amount of the sales of such lands, ineluding, under salea, 
grants, and donations by the States, estimating the lands at the 
selling price at the time of the grantor donauon, on or belore 
the first day of February ofeach succeeding year. 

Secondiy. That the minimum price, as now fixed by law, shall 
remain unchanged until the thirueth day of June aforesaid; but, 
after that period, the price may be reduced by the States re- 
spectively, according to the foliowing scale: all lands theretofore 
offered at public sale, and then remaining unsold ten years or 
upward, preceding the thirtieth day of Juve aforesaid, may be 
reduced by said Siates toa price not leas than one dollar per 
acre; and all lands that may have been offered at public sale, 
and remaining unsold fifteen yeats or upward, preceding the 
said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and foriy two, may 
thereatter be reduced by said States ty a price not less than 
seventy fivecents per acre; and all lands that may have been of- 
fered at public sale, and remaining unsold twenty years or up- 
ward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, may then be reduced by said Siates to a price not 
less than fifly cents per acre; and all jands thatmay have been 
offered at public sale, and remaining unso!d twenty five years or 
upward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighreen hun- 
dred and ferty-two, may thereafter be reduced by said States to 
a price not Jess than tWenty-five cents per acre; and all Linds that 
may have been offered at public sale, and remaining unsold 
thirty yearsor upward, preceding the said thirtleth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and forty-two, shall be ceded immediately to 
the States in which said lands are situate: Provided, ‘That all 
lands which shall remain unsold after having been offered at 
public sile for ten years, and which du not come under the 
above provisions, shall be subject to the provisions of pre-omp 
tion, graduation, and disposition aforesaid, at the respective 
periods of ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, and thirty years, 
after said aale, conmencing from the expiration of ten years 
after the same had been offered at public sale, 

Thirdly. That the lauds shall be subject to the same legal sub 
divisions in the saleand survey as is now provided by law, re- 
serving for each township and fractional township the sixteenth 
section, or the substitute, for the use of schools, as heretofore pro. 
vided by law; and the land not yetoflered for sale, shall be first 
offered by the State at public auction, except in cases of pre. 
emption, and be sold for cash only, in the manner now provided 
by law. And any lind now or hereafter remaining unsold aftee 
the same shall have been offered at sale at public auction, shall 
be subject to entry for cash only, according to the graduauon 
which may be fixed by the States respectively, under the provi 
sions of this act; and teat the ac « of Congress which may be in 
force at the time of assenting to this act shallremain unchanged, 
except as modified by this act, unless with the assent of Gon. 
greas: Provided, That any of said lands may, after they shall 
have hecome subject to private entry, be sold at the option of 
the purchaser, in quarter quarter sections, without any limita. 
tion whatever. 

Fourth. This disposition ofthe public lands, tegetler with 
the portion ofthe salesto be retained by the States res; ective 
ly, under the provisions of this act,shall bein full of the five per 
cent. fuad, or any part thereof, not already accrued to any State; 
and the said State shall be exclusively liable for all charges 
that may hercafier arise from the surveys, sales, and manage- 
mentofthe public lands, and extinguishment of Indian ude 
within the limis of said States, respectively. 

Fifth. That, on a failure to comply with any of the above 
conditions, or a violation of the same, onthe part of any of the 
said States, the cession herein made to the State failing to com. 
ply with or violating said conditions, shali be thereby rendered 
null and void; and ail grants or titles thereafter made by said 
State, for any portion of the public lands within the limits of 
the same, ceded by this act, shall be, and are hereby declared to 
be, null and v -id, and of no effect whatever. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That, upon every reduc- 
tion in the prices of said lands, which shal] take place by the 
graduating process of this bill, the Legislatures of the several 
States in which the lands are situated shall, at their discretion, 
have power to grant tothe respective occuy ants or setters up 
on any of said Jands, rights of pre-emption at such graduated or 
reduced prices; which rights shall extend to a period of ninety 
days from and after the dates at which the respective gradua- 
tions shall take place; and any lands not taken up by the reapec- 
tive ogcupants or setders within that period, shall be liable to 
be entered or purchased by any other person, until the next 
graduation or reduction in price shall take place, when it shall, 
if not previously purchased, be again subject tothe right of pre- 
emption for ninety days, as before; and so on, from time to 
time, as said reductions shall take place. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever the Pie. 
sident of the United States shal! be officially notified that any 
of the States aforesaid has passed an act in compliance with 
the above conditions, it shall be his duty, after the thirtieth day 
of June aforesaid, or forthwith after the passage of said act, if 
passed subsequent to that period, to adopt such measures as he 
shail think proper to close the land offices, including the survey- 
ing department, within the limits of said State; and that the 
commissions of all officers co nected therewith shall expire on 
a day to be fixe’ by him, but which day shall not be beyond six 
months after the thirtieth day 0° June aforesaid, or, if eubse- 
quent thereto, from the day le received the official noufication 
of the passage of said act. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That on such notification 
being made, the said State shall be relieved from all com- 
pacts, acta, or ordinances, impesing restrictions on the right of 
said State to tax any lands by her authority subsequent to the 
sale thereof, ceded by this act; and a'l maps, titles, reco 
books, documents, and papers, in the General Land Office at 
Washington, relative to sai lands, or duplicates thereof, where 
the originals cannot properly be transferred, shall be subject to 
the order and disposition of the Executive of eaid State,in 
































































Wg 
ant 























tien = 


of 





138 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





such manner as the Legislature of said States may respectively 
appoint. 
gc. 5. And be it further enacted, That all lands of the United 
Siates within the limits of the State of Tennessee, with the ex- 
ceptions enumerated in the firet section of this act, shall be, and 
the same are hereby, ceded to said State. 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the sixty-five per 


cent. of the proceeds of the sales, hereby secured to be paid to 
the United States, shal] be set apart and exclusively applied to 
the gradual increase of the navy, and the erection of such forti- 
fications for the general defence of the country, as Congress 
may by law hereafter order and direct. 


Mr. HUBBARD, who was entitled to the floor, 
spoke at much leng'h in opposition to the amend- 
meat of Mr. Crirrenpen and the distribution po- 
licy. 

Mr. H. was followed inthe debate by Messrs. 
CALHOUN, WEBSTER, BENTON, CLAY of 
Alabama, PIERCE, HENDERSON, RIVE3 
ROANE, PORTER, and CRITTENDEN. Messrs. 
PIERCE and ROANE s‘ated that they would vote 
for Mr. Youna’s amendment merely because they 
preferred it to that of Mr. Cairrenpen, but that 
they were oppose:l to the passage of either of them. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Youna’s 
amendment, and it was decided in the negative— 
ayes 20, noes 3], as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, 
and Young—20. 

NAYS—‘iessrs. Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, 
Henderson, Hubbard, Huntiagton, Ker, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 


ton, Rives, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith | 


of Indiana, Sou hard, Siargeon, Tallmadge, Wall, 
Webster, White, Williams, and Wright—31. 

The question was then taken on Mr, Crirren- 
DEN’s motion to recommit with instructions, and 
decided in the negative—ayes 22, nays 29, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Gra- 
ham, Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Paeips, Prentiss. Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Webster, and White— 
22. 

NAYS—Messr:, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay ef Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, King, Lion, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Preston, Rives, 


Reane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Cennecticut, | 


Tappan, Walksr, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—29 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 31, 
nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bucha- 
nap, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, King, Lino, Lumpkin, Moaton, Nicholas, 
Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wail, 
Webster, White, Williams, Wight, and Youpg— 
31, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, 
Huntington, Ker, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, 
and Southard—19 

So the bill was passed, and ordered to be sent to 
the House for concurrence. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved that the Se- 
nate take up the bill to establish a uniform system 
of bankrupicy. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had voted against the 
bankrupt bill at the last session, and might proba- 
bly feel compelied to do so at the present; never- 
theless, if the friends of the measure insisted on its 
being taken up, he would interpose no obstacle in 
their way. But we were now within four weeks 
of the termination of the session; the bankrupt bill 
would give rise to an extended discussion, 
and it could not be passed in time to give it 
the least chance of passing in the other House. 
He therefore appealed to the friends of the 
bill whether it was proper to set aside ali the 
pressing business of the session in order to discuss a 
measure which there was no probability of passing ; 
or whether it would not be beiter to postpone the 


of Alabama, Fulton, King. Lina, || 
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consideration of the bankrupt bill until the spe- 
cial session, which it was generally understood was 
to be called, and to devote themselves to the con- 
sideration and perfecting of the many bills now on 
their calendar, and to pass those measures which 
the public exigencies demanded. 

Mr. CALHOUN here moved an adjournment, 
and after some discussion, the motion prevailed. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Toespay, February 2, 1841. 
Mr. SERGEANT asked the permission of the 
House to present the resolutions of the Legislature 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania reiative to 


| the public lands and the revenue of the United 


| States, and moved that they be laid upon the table, 


and printed. 
Mr. FORNANCE moved to amend the motion 


| by adding the following: 


Resolved, That the resolutions be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and that said com 


_ Inittee be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
| of revising the whole tariff. And further, that said 


committee inquire whether it will be necessary to 
increase the tariff in order to raise sufficient reve- 
nue to meet the probable expenses of Government 
for the year 1841. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said that as the motion 
cculd only be entertained by general consent, he 
felt constrained to object, as there was business of 
great importance now pending before the House. 

Mr. SERGEANT inquired what disposition had 
been made of the resolutions? 

The SPEAKER replied that they could only be 


| received by general consent. 


Mr. SERGEANT then moved to sutpend the 


| rales, 





The SPEAKER said there was already a motion 
to suspend the rules pending, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving the resolution introduced on yesterday by 
Mr. Fitumore; and that, when that question was 
taken, then the motion of Mr. Serceant would be 
in order. 

Mr. LINCOLN asked leave to present a resolu- 
tion from the Committes on Pablic Lands, rescind- 
ing the resolution of the House passed on the 16h 
of January, authorizing the printing of ten thousand 
extraftcop:es of the annual report of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. Mr. L. said 
he was authorized by the committee to say that 
their impression, at that time, was that the coloring 
of the maps would cost but three cents each—in 
all but{iwo or three hundred dollars; thatit was now 
asceriained that the cost of coloring would amount 
to $6 240. 

‘The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the resolution of the House, of 


| the 16th of January last, directing the printing of 


10,000 extra maps of the annual report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office be ar- 


| rested in its further execution,—so far that no 
| more maps may be printed under the resolution, 
| and no more of the maps already printed, be colored 
| or painted: 


And, on the question being taken, the resolution 


| was adopted. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the following re- 


| solutron, offered by kim on yesterday, be now taken 
| up 


Whereas, ihe bill of this House, (No. 298,) en- 


| titled “An act to authorize the issuing of Treasury 
| notes,” was takea up in Committee of the Whole 
| House on the state of the Union, on the 18th day 


of January last, and has been made under di:cas- 


| sion to this time: 


And whereas, much of the indispensabie public 


| business is yet to acted on; therefore, 


Resolved, That said committee be discharged 


| from the further consideration of said bill, from 


and after the 34 day of February inst. at 3 o’clock, 
p. m. unless the same shall be reported to the 
House before that time; and that said bill, with 
such amendments, if any, as shall have been 
adopted in said committee, shall be then taken up 
in the House, and be the special order until finally 
disposed of; reserving to ssid committee the right, 
according to the rules of the House, to report the 
same sooner if the discussion shall terminate. 
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The SPEAKER here stated that he had received 
this resolution yesterday, under the impression that 
it did not require a suspension of the rules to en. 
tertain it; that upi& more mature reflection he 
found he had erred, and that it wasn to 
suspend the rules to receive and act upon it, 

Mr. FILLMORE then moved a suspension of 
the rules; and 

The question was about being taken, when, 

Mr. CRABB called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 127, nays 
40, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Blackwell, Boardman, 
Bond, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, 
Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, Carr, Car- 
roll, Casey, Clark, Clifford, William R. Cooper, 
Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Davee, Edward 
Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, 
Dickerson, Doan, Doe, Doig, Earl, Eastman, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Galbraith, 
Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Griffin, 
Grinnell, Hall, Hand, Hawkins, Henry, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, Jackson, James, 
Jameson, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kemp- 
shall, Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McClure, Meredith 
Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
Montanya, Montgomery, Moore, Calvary Morris, 
Morrow, Osborne, Palen, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Peck, Prentiss, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, 
Reed, Reyno!ds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Jas. 
Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Samuels, Simonton, 
Slade, Traomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Stuart, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip F. Th-- 
mas, Waddy Taompsor, Jacob Thompson, To- 
land, Turney, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Wat- 
teison, Edward D. White, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
liams— 127. 

NA YS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Beirne, Black, 
Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Chittenden, Coles, 
James Cooper, Crabb, Dawson, Dennis, Dellet, 
Dromgoole, Fornance, Gates, Graham, Green, 
Habersham, Hawes, Hubbard, Hunt, Jenifer, 
King, Francis Mallory, Monroe, Morgan, Nisbet, 
Pickens, Rives, Sergeant, Shepard, Truman Smith, 
Sumter, Triplett, Warren, Weller, John White, and 
Lewis Williams—40. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES moved that the House go into a 
Committee of the Waole on the state of the Union, 
and resume the consideration of the special order. 

Mr. SERGEANT hoped that some disposition 
would first be made of the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania. 

The SPEAKER again said that it required the 
general consent of the House. 

Mr. SERGEANT then moved to suspend the 
rules, and thereupon called for the yeas and nays; 
but 

Mr. JONES of Virginia withdrawing his objec- 
tion, they were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania were ordered to lie 
upon the table and be printed. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. JONES, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casgy 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill authorizing the issue of five millions of dollars 
in Treasury notes. 

Mr. TRIPLETT being entitled to the floor, was 
about to commence his remarks, but gave way to 

Mr. CURTIS, who submitted the following, 
which he gave notice he should, when it would be 
in order to do so, move as an amendment to the 
bill under consideration: 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever proof sball be exhibited, to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, of the loss or de- 
struction of any Treasury note issued under the 
authority of any act of Congress, it shall be law: 
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ful for the said Secretary, upon receiving bond, 
with sufficient security, to indemnify the United 
States against any other claim on account of the 
Treasury note alleged to be so lost or destroy -rj.0 
pay the amount due on such note, t» the person 
who had lost, or in whose possession it had been 
d-stroyed. 6.3 

Mr. CURTIS remarked that this section was an 
exact transcript of the law of 1819, authorizing the 
payment, in certain cases, on account of Treasury 
notes, which have been lost or destroyed. 

Mr. TRIPLETT then spoke at some length in 
reply to the remarks of Mr. VanDERPOEL on yes- 
terday. After some preliminary observations, Mr. 
T. proceeded to assure the committee that, under 
the administration of General Harrison, 

No trifler or deceiver 
Would be appointed a receiver. 

Also, under the same Administration, gentlemen 

might be assured that 
No man addicted to grabbin’ 
Would be permitted to enter the log cabin. 

Mr. T. said he would deny that there was a soli- 
tary Whig member in the House, or out of it, who 
desired a called session, unless they should be 
driven to it by imperative necessity. He 
then wenton toshow whal, in his opinion, was 
the actual stateof the Treasury, and that the esti- 
mates of the Secretary of the Treasury were not 
correct. He contended that the deficiency was not 
lemporary, but permanent. 

In the course of his remarks on protective duties 
on foreiga luxuries, Mr. T. alluded to the tobaccoin- 
terest. He called attention to the fact that while our 
cotton was taxed in England bat 334 per cent. the 
tax on tobacco was eight hundred percent. This, 
he contended, was enough to arouse the blood 
of any man of the tobacco growing States. The 
States of Greece once poured out their forces in a 
body upon Troy to avenge a sing!e individual; 
and ancient) Rome once rose in arms on account of 
a single citizen; but here were a million and a half 
of our citizens interested in the tobacco question, 
and no attention was paid to their wrong. 

Mr. T. concluded by replying in detail to the 
arguments of Mr. Wise on that subject. 

Mr. COLES of Virginia then obtained the floor, 
and after some preliminary remarks in relation to 
the anticipated measures of the coming Adminis- 
tration, said he would vote for the bill because he 
believed the wants of the country required it. 

Mr. C. adverted to the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and vindicated the same frcm the 
unfounded attacks made upon it. The expendi- 
tures Of the year, it was trae, were founded on the 
report of the Secretary; bat gentlemen need raise 
no objection on that account, fur the whole appro- 
priations, with the exception of abouta million, 
were under the control of Congress. These appro- 
priations they had the power to regulate as they 
might think proper. 

Afler showing that, if the appropriations were 
kept within proper bounds, there would be sofii- 
cient means to meet every demand during the year, 
Mr. C. explained that the notes requited now were 
merely for a temporary assistance to the Treasury, 
to enable it to anticipate the receipts; and that a per- 
manent deficiency, as some genilemen endeavored 
\o make out, would not necessarily be the ca-e. 

He then defended the emission of Treasury notes 
as in strict conformity to the Constitution. : 

But this mode of raising money had been object- 
ed to because it was the easiest. mode. He then 
showed that this objeetion amounted to no more 
than an objection to dealing at the nearest store. 

He considered that five millions of these notes, 
under present circumstances, were amply sufficient 
to cover the inequalities now existing between the 
receipts and expenditures; and at the end of the 
year, unless he was grossly deceived, there would 
ee sufficient amount in the Treasury to redeem 

m. 

_Mr. C. then, at some length, exposed the falla- 
cious arguments of those gentlemen who had at- 
tempted to prove the existence of a national debt. 
They would find that there was no debt authorized 
by law; and if there was !o be adebt, it must de- 
pend on the future action of Congress. 

Mr, C, then spoke at some length in relation to 


the tobacco interest of this country, and the neces- 
sity of the protection of that interest. 

The remark of Mr. C. will appear hefeafter. 

Mr. BLACK said, that he would not have risen 
to speak on the subject, if the merits of the bill had 
been kept before the House; in relation to the 
adoption of which, he presumed no man doubted 
the necessity. But there were other topics connect- 
ed with this subject, and had grown out of it. They 
were important to the people who sent him here. 
He did not, however, speak so much asa Represen- 
tative, as one of the sovereign people of Georgia. 
His representative capacity was ,fast expiring, 
and, ia a few days more, all the trapp ngs of of- 
fice would be taken fromhim. He would then go 
back to Georgia and mingle with the people who 
sent him here. But while here, he had the doub!e 
right to speak, not only in his representative capa- 
city, but as one of the people. 

Mr. B. after some remarks in relation to his own 
State, alluded to a pictoria! representation of him- 
self, and some of his colleagues from Georgia, 
which was exhibiting, and for sale in the stores on 
theavenue. The idea sought to be conveyed by 
that pictorial representation, Mr. B. pronounced as 
a base slander, both in its conception and exe- 
cution. 

He then alluded to the remarks of Mr. Vanpver- 
POEL on yesterday, and said that, although that 
speech gave him great pleasure, yet there was one 
pertion of it for which he had to express his re- 
gret. The gentleman had thought proper to inti- 
mate that asso much had been said about the in- 
terests of the Souih, be supposed that New Yerk 
and Peansylvania would, after a while, be consi- 
dered as mere colonies. 

But, Mr. B. said what would all the vaunted com- 
merce of the North and East be without our South- 
ern product—our cotton. If it were not for the 
cotton of the South, how could the North freight 
their ships. Would they load them with onions, 
apples, and wooden nutmegs? No, if it were not 
for the cotton, their boasted commerce would fall at 
once. Mr. B. merely referred to this as an answer 
to what the gentleman from New York had said; 
but he thought it was impolitic and useless to insti- 
tute such comparisons. 

After adverting to the singular discrepancies be- 
tween the statements of Messrs. Barnarp, Evans, 
BELL, and others of the Opposition, who had un- 
dertaken to abuse the Admistration as extravagant, 
Mr. B. said he would take his ground on this 
broad fact, which he commended to the especial 
notice of Southern men. He asserted that since 
Mr. Van Buren had been in power, he had, with a 
decreasing revenue, and au increasing country, re- 
duced the expenditures of the Government nearly 
ten millions of dollars. 

Mr B. then proceeded to prove this by reference 
to authentic documents: after which, in a very se- 
vere manner, he animadverted on the conduct of 
those gentlemen who had charged the Administra- 
tion with extravagance. 

He showed that the extraordinary expenditures 
of the Florida war, the public buildings, the remo- 
val of the Indians, the pensions, had all been 
charged upon the present Administration as ordi- 
nary expenses; and yet, notwithstanding all these 
disadvantages, Mr. Van Buren had managed to re- 
duce the expenditures nearly ten millions of dollars. 

Mr. B. then gave his views on the tariff, a Na- 
tional Bank, and other subjects broached by the 
speakers of the Opposition. And having con- 
cluded, 

A motion was then made that the committee 
rise; which prevailed. ; 

Bat no quorum voting, the committee rose and 
reported that fact to the House. 

Mr. ALFORD moved that the House again go 
into a committee of the whole. ° 

Mr. ADAMS asked that the House be counted 
to see whether a quorum was present; and 

On counting the House, the SPEAKER declared 
that there were sixty members present. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House now ad- 
journ. 

On that question, the yeas and nays were called; 
which were ordered, and were: Yeas 27, nays 26. 

So the House adjourned, 








The committee appointed oa Saturday last to as- 


certain and report a mode of examining and count- 


ing the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States, consists, on the part of the 
House, of Mr. Cusnina, Mr. Jones of Virginia, 
Mr. Guancer, Mr. Dawson, and Mr, Arnerton; 
on the part of the Senate, of Mr. Preston, Mr. Hvus- 
BARD, and Mr. Huntinaton. 





IN SENATE. 
Weonespay, February 3, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted a message 
from the President ot the United States in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate in relation to 
the survey, to ascertain and designate the boundary 
line between the State of Michigan and the Terri- 
tory of Wiskonsan; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Commissioner of Patents, 
showing the operations of the Pateat Office during 
the year 1840; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a remonstrance from a 
large number of citizens of Seneca, New York, in 
oppes'tion to the passage of a bankrupt law; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the pilots 
of the port of New York, praying fora repeal of 
the pilotlaw of 1837; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented eleven memorials 
of saddiers and harness makers of Philadelphia, 
praying the imposition of a duty on foreign sad- 
dlery and harness; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the memorial of cer- 
tain manulactureis and mechanics of the United 
States, praying the passage of a law for the securi- 
ty of the rights of the proprietors of designs aad 
patent; which was o'dered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition of thirty-four 
citizens of Perry county, Ohio, praying the passage 
of a general bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill to alter the place of 
holding one of the terms of the C:rcuit and D.strict 
Courts in Ohio; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Ccmmittee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the bill granting 
to the county of Johnson, in the Territory of lowa, 
the right of pre-emption to a tract of land fora 
seat of justice for said county, and repealing the 
recond section of an act, approved the 31 March, 
1839, entitled “‘An act making a donation of land 
to the Territory of lowa, for the purpose of erect- 
ing public buildings thereon,” reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, to which was referred a bill 
for the relief of the representatives of Captain Wil- 
liam Williams, late of the State of North Carolina, 
deceased, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office, reported a bill to authorize the Post- 
master General to settle the claims of Wiiliam 
Neil and Co. which was read, and ordered to a sa- 
sond reading. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing a pre-emption right to Enech Evans; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire the expediency of granting a 
pension to the widow of the late Captain Davis of 
the 3d artillery, who died jin consequence of sick! 
ness and exposure in his endeavors to perform duty 
in the late gallant expedition of Lieutenant Colonel 
Harney, through the Everglades in Fiorida. 

The resolution was agreed to, and, with accom- ’ 
panying documents, referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads was in» 
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ing a mail route from Bridgeville, by way of Fair- 
field, in Picken: e unty, Alabama, to Macon, in 
Noxubee county, Mississippi. 

Mr. ROBINSON said he was instructed by the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to 
move that 2510 copies of the report of Mr. Plitt up- 
on the administration of the post offices in the dif- 
ferent kingdoms of Europe, be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

This motion gave rise to anextended debate, in 
which Messrs. ROBINSON, TAPPAN, CRIT- 
TENDEN, BUCHANAN, PRESTON, LINN, 
HUNTINGTON, SWITH of Connecticut, CAL- 
HOUN, KNIGHT, and LUMPKIN, pariicipated. 
The controveried point in the discussion was the 
authority of the Postmaster General to depute an 
agent to Earope, which was answered by the pro- 
duction of a resolution of the Senate requiring him 
to collect informati in which could not otherwise be 
procured. Most of the Senators bore strong testi- 
mony to the ability and valve of the report of Mr. 
Plitt, and the faithfulness with which he had per- 
formed the drtics confided tohim. Tae resolution 
to print was agreed to. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

The bill for the re'ief of the egal representatives 
of Nathaniel Pryor, deceased. 

The bi!l for the relief of Ephraim D. Dickson. 

The bill for the reiief of J. M. Strader. 

The bi!l for the rel.ef of the heir; of Madame 
De Luscer. 

The bill for the relief of Gurdon S. Hubbard, Ro- 
bert A Kinzic, and others. 

The bill for the relief of Francis A. Harrison. 

The bill for the relef of the heirs of Miguel 
Eslava. 

The bill for the relief ot the legal representatives 
of Pierre Bouhomme. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Wilson, and 

Toe bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Colin Bishop. 

Ou motion by Mr. PRENTISS, the bill for the 
rehef of John M: Neil was takea up, cousidered as 
in commiitee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that the considera- 
tion of the special erders be po.tpond, ond that 
the Senate proceed to consider the bill estab'ishing 
a uniform system of bankruptcy, which, after 
some discussion, was agreed to,with an understand- 
ing that it would be taken up to-morrow at one 
o'clock. 

Oa motion by Mr. KING, the Senate went into 
the consideration of Executive business, 

And then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, February 3, 1841. 

Mr. CUSHING said he was instructed by the 
joint committee appointed to examine the votes for 
President and Vice President of the United States, 
and to notify the peisons elected of their election, 
to ask that the House concur in the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the two houses will assemble in 
the chamber of the House of Representatives on 
Wedoesday, the 10th of February, at 12 o'clock, 
and the President of the Senate shall be presiding 
officer; that one person be appointed a teller on 
the part of the Senate, and two on the par of the 
House of Representatives, to make a list of the 
votes as they shall be declared; that the result shall 
be declared to th: President of the Senate, who 
shall announce the state of the vote, and the per- 
sons elected, to the two Houses as aforesaid, which 
shall be deemed a declaration of the per-ons elect- 
ed President and Vice President of the United 
States, and, together with a lis’ of votes, be entered 
on the journals of the two Houses. 

The resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. LEET asked ‘eave to present, and have re- 
ferred, the memorial of Benedict Reynolds, of 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying fora 
pension. Objections being made, leave was not 
granted, 
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Mr. JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into Commi:tee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union, and resume the consideration 
of the special order. 

Mr. STEENROD moved a reconsileration of the 
vote, taken on yesterday, by which the fellowing 
resolution was adopted: 

Whereas, the bill of this House, (No. 298,) en- 
titled “An act to auth rize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” was taken up in Committee of the Whole 
House gp the state of the Union, on the 18th day 
of January last, and has been made under discus- 
sion to this time: 

And whereas, much of the indispensable public 
business is yet to be acted on; therefore, 

Resolved, That said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of said bill, fromand 
afier the 21 day of February inst. at 3 o’clock, p. 
m. unless the same shall be reported to the House 
before that time; and that said bill, with such 
amendments, if any, as shall have been adopted in 
Said committee, shall be then taken up in the 
House, and be the special order until finally disposed 
of; reserving to said committee the right, accord- 
ing to the rules of the House, to report the same 
sooner if the discussion shal! terminate. 


Mr. WISE said he hoped a vote on the motion 
to reconsider would be taken, as he had an amend. 
ment to propose, so as to put the coming Adminis- 
tration on precisely the same footing as the present 
Admistration, in regard to the issue of Treasury 
noies; and he hoped the motion would prevail, 
simply for the purpose of allowing his emendment 
to be introduced. The substance of th: amend- 
ment was this: give the succeeding Administration 
the power, in case there were five millions outstand- 
ing on the 4th of March, to issue five millions 
thereafter. 

After some conversation between Messrs. PECK 
and L. WILLIAMS, the amendment was then 
read, as follows: 

Provided, That in case the Treasury notes out- 
standing and unredeemed, issued under former 
laws of Congress, added to the amount of such 
notes issued under the act and actuilly expended, 
or issued to meet paymen's cue and payable before 
the 4.1 day of March next, shall, on the 4th day 
of March next, exceed the sum of five millions of 
dollars, then the President of the United Siates 
shali be, and he is hereby authorized to issue, by 
virtue of the provisions of this act, such fur her 
amount of the said notes as will make the whole 
amount issued under this act and applicable to 
payments falling due affer the 4d day of March 
next, the full sum of five millions of dollars. 

The question then recurring on the motion to re- 
consider, 


Mr. DAWSON raised a question of order. It 
was this: whether the resolution adopted on yester- 
day had not become the rile of the House? If that 
was the case, then the House could not change the 
order. : 

Mr. PECK inquired whether a majority could re- 
consider or postpone it. 

Toe SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WATTERSTON moved the prc vious ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

The question then recurred on the main question; 
whereupon, 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 96, nays 53, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Meisrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Al- 
len, Atherion, Banks, Bond, Boyd, Sampson H. 
Butler, Calhoun, John Campbel!, Carrol!, Casey, 
Chittenden, Clifford, William R. Cooper, Craig, 
Croekeit, Cross, Cartis, John Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dennis, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Fine, 
Fisher, Furnance, Galbraith, Gates, Geniry, Gerry, 
Goggin, Granger, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Jobn 
Hastings, Hawes, Holmes, Jackson, Jamesen, 
Charles Johnston, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kiile, Lane, Leet, Leonird, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, Francis Mal- 
lory, Marchand, Mason, Medill, Miller, Monroe, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Prentiss, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Sergeant, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, 


stracied to inquire into the expediency of establish- 


Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Philip F 
Thomas, John B. Thompson, Triplett, Peter 7. 
Wagner, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Edward 
D. White, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W, Wil. 
liam, Lewis Williams, and Wise—96, 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Baker,Beatty, Board. 
man, Brewster, A. V. Brown, Carr, Chinn, Clark 
Connor, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Cush. 
ing, Eiward Davies, Dickerson, Doe, Dromgoole 
Earl, Everett, Giddings, Hall, Hawkins, Henry 
Hill of N. C. James, Joseph Johnson, Kempsha)|, 
Lincoln, Meredith Mallory, Montanya, Moore. 
Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Paynter 
Peck, Proffit, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Try. 
man Smith, Starkweather, Sweney, Toland, Tur. 
ney, Vroom, John White, Henry Woliiams, Jo. 
seph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 
— 53. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The resolution of Mr. FILLMORE being now 
before the House, 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the same by strik. 
ing out all after the word ‘*Resolved,” and inserting 
in lieu thereof the following: 

“That after three o’clock the debate on the bill 
shall cease, and the committee shall proceed to vote 
on the various amendment submitted, and te be 
submitted, and then report the bill, with the amend. 
ments agreed to by the committee, to the House.” 

After some remarks by Messrs. WISE and 
BRIGGS, 

Mr. STEENROD, in reply to a question from 
Mr. Cusuina, said he did not move for the recon- 
sideration for the purpose ef reopening the debate, 
but merely to enable his colleague (Mr. Wisr] to 
submit his amendment. 

The question was then stated on agreeing to Mr. 
Wise’s amendment to Mr. Fittmore’s resolution; 
when 

Mr. TURNEY called for the previous question. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the resolution do 
lie upon the table. 

At this stage of the proceedings, and before any 
q testion was taken, 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether it would be 
in order for him to withdraw his resolation. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative; and 

Mr. FILLMORE then withdrew his resolution. 

Mr. BLACK asked whether it would be in order 
to move that both res. Jutions be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER replied that one of them had 
been withdrawn. 

Mr. MORGAN inquired whether it would now 
be in order to move to go into a committee of the 
whole. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to that effect 
had already been made. 

The question was about being taken on the mo- 
tion to go into Committee of the Whole, when 

Mr. STEENROD cal ed for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 92, nays 81, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messsrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Ba- 
ker, Beatty, Bell, Black, Boardman, Brewster, 
Briggs, Bynum, Calhoun, John Campbell, Carr, 
Cascy, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Connor, James 
Cooper, Crabb, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Doe, 
Dromgoole, Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Gentry, Gog- 
gin, Graham, Granger, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hiland Hall, Hawes, Thomas Henry, 
Hines Holt, Fraacis James, D. Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Kemble, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lewi:, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Meredith Mallory, Francis 
Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Peck, Proffi', Randall, Rariden, Reed, Jas. Rogers, 
Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, S!ade, Traman Smith, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Jobn Be 
Thompson, Triplett, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, 
Warren, Watterson, John White, Thomas W. 
Wiiliams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher 
H. Williams— 92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Jadson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Atherton, Banks, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Aaron 
V. Brown, Sampson H. Butler, Carroll, Chapman, 
Clifford, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, 
Cross, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Doan, 
Doig, Dancan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
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Galbraith, Garland, Giddings, Hawkins, Hill of 
North Carolina, Holmes, Hopkins, Jackson, Jame- 
son, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McClare, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, Edward Rogers, Sa- 
muels, Shepard, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweney, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Ja- 
cob Thompson, Turney, Vroom, Weller, Jared W. 
Williams, Henry Williams, and Wise—81. 

Mr. WISE rose to a point of order. He said 
that the House had, by a vote of two-thirds, adopt- 
ed the resolution of the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Fictmore,| and pat it upon the journal. To- 
day a motion was made to reconsider the resolu- 
tion. It was reconsidered; it was part of the ques- 
tion before the House, and was subject to amend- 
ment. The Speaker decided that the gentleman 
from New York had the right to withdraw it. 

Tae SPEAKER reminded Mr. W. that he should 
have made his point of order before the vote was 
declared. 

Mr. WISE said be was compelled to appeal from 
the decision of the Chair; and gave notice that, 
after the committee came into the House, he would 
present his point of order. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Tae House thea went into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed the 
consideration of the bill authorizing the issue of five 
millions of dollars in Treasury notes. 

Mr. WELLER being entitled to the floor, spoke 
at some length in favor of the bill, and in reply to 
the objections urged against it. 

Afier explaining the circumstances under which 
the Secretary of the Treasury asked for this tem- 
porary aid, Mr. W. proceeded to notice the falla- 
cious argumeats of the Opposition in attempting to 
prove the existence of a national debt. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. W. observed 
that before the election, the cry was that the Admi- 
nistration was “‘extravagant;” and abuse without 
end was poured out upon it. But now the ery was 
suddenly changed, and our ears were assailed by 
the charge ef ‘‘mean parsimony.” Ey way of il- 
lustration, Mr. W. alluded tothe elaborate speech 
of Mr. Ogle in relation to the President’s furniture, 
which speech had furnished a theme for all the 
small beer poliucians in denouncing the Adminis- 
tration for extravagance. Now, however, the 
charge had been entirely reversed, and the Admi- 
nistration, instead of being extravagant, was 
abused for ‘‘mean, niggardly parsimony.” 


Mr. W. then gave his views at some length on 
the pre-emption bill, the distribution, and gradua- 
tion system, &c. Le afterwards commented upon 
the conflicting conclusions to which members of 
the Oppositicn had come, as to the measures pro- 
per to be adopted. He contended that this waat of 
unanimity was ccnclusive evidence that General 
Harrison had not come oat and ann unced himself 
and his politics. If that individual had, as was 
contended, announced himself, how was it that his 
supporters diff2red so widely in their views? Mr. 
W. made some further remarks, which will be given 
hereafter in full. 

Mr. BRACKENRIDGE then took the floor in 
opposition to the mode of relirving the Treasury by 
the issue of these notes, and in favor of a loan. 
He denied that it was the wish of the Whig party 
to have an extra session of Congress. Besides, that 
did not come within their province. It was not for 
them to say whe:her there should be an extra ses- 
sion or not. That was the province of the Pvesi- 
den'; and as Mr. Van Buren had cnce called an 
extra session, why should not General Harrisen, if 
he saw fit, be allowed the same privilege? Bat he, 
Mr. B. hoped there would be no reason for calling 
an extra session. It wculd all depend, however, 
on the amount of means appropriated. He consi- 
dered five millions as by far too little, and that at 
least ten millions ought to be provided. 

Mr. MONROE said, he would take up but fif- 
teen minutes of the time, inasmuch as he intended 
to confine his remarks to the merits of the bill, in- 
stead of discussing matters having no connection 
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with it. He had no doubt but that twenty millions 
of dollars could be raised on Government bonds at 
five per cent. in a short period. Bat that would 
not suitthe views of the Administration, for they 
had so great a repugnance to any thing which bore 
the appearance of a debt. 

Afier some further remarks in favor of relieving 
the Treasury by means of a loan, Mr. M. pro- 
ceeded to define his position, and, in the course of 
his remarks on that head, touched upon the tariff 
question and the compromise act. He gave itas 
his opinion that the Southern members could not 
be brought tu agree on any bill for a tariff. He 
would venture to say that if he should give any 
Southern mana weekto prepare a tariff bill, no 
other Southern man could be found who would 
agree to it. 

A member here a:ked Mr. M. whether the 
Norihern members could agree. 

Mr. MONRUE said, yes they could; and their 
being able to agree was owing to their common 
school system. The education Northern men re- 
ceived in their common schools, taught them com- 
mon sense. 

Mr. M. was then proceeding in defining his posi- 
tion, when 

Mr. WISE asked him if he had received his 
practical education in the common schools. 

Mr. MONROE said, no; for he had remained 
too long in the South to have much practical edu- 
cation. 

Mr. WISE said he had the advantage over some, 
for he was so fortunate as to get his education in 
the North. 

Mr. MONROE said the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had the advantage of him, if he was so for- 
tunate as to get an education any where. 

After some further remarks of a humorous cha- 
racter, Mr. M. contended that although there might 
be enough for the present wants of Government, 





, yet due consideration ought to be had to the siate 


of our army and navy. It was well known that 
we were not in a conditioa to meeta hostile force; 
and Congress would not do its duty, unless it made 
a sufficient appropriation for placing the army and 
navy on a proper footing. 

Mr. ALFORD regretted the necessity for his 
rising to take part in the debate, but when he saw 
the conduct of his friends in at emy ting to stamp the 
coming Administration with features it ought not to 
bear, he could not remain silent in his seat. He 
felt it his duty to rise and say a few words on the 
subject, because he differed honestly frem bis 
friends, and had his suspicions as to the course they 
thought proper to pursue. Yes, he would assure 
them that he ever would act as an honest man; and 
they might be assured that, so long as the patriotic 
citizens of his State honored bim with aseat on that 
floor, he would sp ak out his sentiments, and, so 
far as he was able, do them justice. 

Mr. A. said he rezret'ed the introduction of so 
many topics hav ng no marner of convection with 
the bill, which he did notca‘e much wheth r it 
passed or no’. But as his vote wou'd not turn the 
scale either way, for the sake of consistency he 
might give it against the bill. At ‘he same time, 
however, he must express his opinion that the pre- 
sent state of the Treasury imperatively demanded 
that something should be done. 

Bat he would repeat, that the bill before them 
had been nearly lost sight of in the debate; for no 
sooner was it iatroduced, than the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Barnarp] gave notice of his inien- 
tion, after moving to strike out the enacting clause, 
to introduce an amendment laying a tax on foreign 
wines, silks, and other articles. 

It was to this fact that his attention had been 
fixed, and his fears aroused. Here were suddenly 
developed the plans of the high tariff party of the 
North; and all the fice spun arguments in favor of 
that dreadful system had been retailed on the floor, 
no doubt long ago prepared in the closet, and 
spun and wove in the elegant manufactures of the 
North. It was this scheme of ahigh tariff in dis- 
guise, which he complained of, and he thought he 
saw it at the first movement of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Baanarp } 

He, Mr. A. believed that coming events cast 
their shadows before, and he thought he could see 
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in this movement of the bigh tariff men of the 
North, a design to build up the manufacturing in- 
lerests at the sacrifice of the rights of the South. 








‘His friends must permit him to give his honest 


Opinions, for honest he would be in spite of any 
man or any party. No party ever had power to 
crush his opinions. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to show thata tariff of 
pro‘e¢'ion for the manufactures would not be the less 
sensibly felt because it was sought to be introduced 
under the plausible and specious pretence of a ta- 
riff for raising revenue. He believed he could 
foresee, under this plausible pretext, a design to in- 
troduce measures for a high tariff of protection, 
and one of the most oppressive character that the 
South could possibly bear. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to argue that the attempts 
of Mes:rs. Barnarp, Evans, Bett, and others, to 
swell the expenditures of Governmen', were to fur- 
nish a pretext for a high tariff. The object of those 
gentlemen was to make the expendiures of Go- 
vernment as high as possible, that there might be a 
plausible pretext for a high tariff. 

But why should the tariff question be agi'ated 
before there is any necessity for it? This, in his 
opinion, was decidedly the worst feature in the 
whole business. Why did gentlemen expend such 
mighty labor in attempting to prove the existence 
of an enormous debt, in order that the American 
people might be persuaded that a high and mighty 
tariff was necessary? 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. Barnarp] 
had attempted to prove the existence of a necessity 
for forty millions, and that it will be necessary to 
raise this forty millions by atariff. But he, Mr. A. 
would ask that gentleman, whether he really believe! 
himeelfin his ownca'culation? Was the gentle- 
man really in earnest? Was that a proper calcula- 
tion for the econom’cal administration of General 
Harrison? The compromise act declared that no 
more tariff should be laid than was suflicient to 
meet the necessities of Government; Lut here the 
high tariff men were marking out an enormous Go- 
vernment debt for the purpose of ra:sing an al- 
m'ghty tariff. 

In reply toa question from Mr. W. Tnomeson, 
Mr. A. said he condemned the past extravazance 
of the present Administration, but now the election 
had been decide’, he was not the man to fighta 
dead corpse. He was sure his friends wou'd not 
suspect him of not being friendly to G neral Har- 
rison. I will (said Mr A) sustain him to the 
death, and do my duty to the South, notwithstand- 
ing all the scowling of my Northern friends. Yes, 
I will support Harrison. I supported him when 
he had but few other supporters, and I will 
support him now. Were I to do otherwis-, it 
would be unjust and unkind towards my constitu. 
ents, thore noble fellows of Georgia, who took the 
lead, and went ahead in this business. 

After some further remarks of the above nature 
Mr. A. azain adverted to the strange calculations 
of his Northern friends, who had attempted to 
prove the existence of a great national debt as a 
pretext for a hich tariff. He begged them to make 
their calculations over again, and sce if they were 
not a little mistaken. 

It was his firm belief that there was no necessity 
for any tariff at all at this time for raising revenue, 
Where, then, was the cause for the labored ar- 
guments of gentlemen to show this necessity for 
raising forty millions. Was the necessity founded 
in fact? No, it was not. The whole of it was 
founded on the manufacturing interest of the North. 
Was not that the real and plaintruth? Had not 
the whole scheme, and the arguments, been spun, 
wore, reeled, and dyed in the elegant manufacto- 
ries of the North? Yes, they might depend 
upon it, that this whole scheme of showing 
an enormous debt, was of Northern manufacture. 
Th: texture was beautiful, but he would warn his 
Southern friends to take heed in time, and not suf- 
fer themselves to’ be caught io its fine-spun web. 
As for himself, they might rest assured that he 
wou'd never be foreed into the ranks of the enemy. 
Although he respected his Northern friends, and 
gave them credit for honest motives, yet he could 
not surrender his judgment in matters where he 
clearly foresaw the interests of the South must suf- 
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fer. He object was to stand up and to act for the || Dat he must tell them that he looked upon them 
South, the fairest portion of th: world, which was || with a suspicious eye. 


once blooming like the garden of Eden before its’ 
felis were destroyed by the oppressive tariff law. 

Mr. A. then went on to show that thi: forty mil- 
lions wes wanted by the North for building their 
lighthouses, harbors, fortifications, ete. Not how- 
ever that he was against a proper display of de- 
fence», for he believed that the only way of pre 
venting hostilities was to make a show of fight. 
He knew that from experiense; for he had been 
saved many a drubbing by an apparent willingness 
to fight. - ° 

Mr. A. then alluded to a former speech on the 
Canedian border troub'es, and said that now, as 
well as then, he would urge a proper dis- 
p'ay of determination on our part to repel 
the aggression of the British lion. If we 
did tha’, there would be no fear; and if 
ever the British lion of Queen Victoria should 
come roaring to the Fal!s of Niagara, he would 
there find the American Eagle sittine in majesty, 
at the sight of which, he would cast himself down 
that mighty cataract, howling in despair. 

Mr. A. again repeated his warning to his friends 
of the South in relation to the tariff web, which 
was thus weaving to catch them. ‘They might de- 
pend that this proposition for a tariff on wines and 
silks at this time was a ruinous thing. 

Mr. A. then proceeded to contend that it was 
perfectly just and reasonable to afford the present 
Administration ajl the assisiance it required. As for 
the calculations of gentlemen to show how much 
was owing, they amounted to nothing, for their 
could be no premises on which to found such cal- 
culations. Time only could show how much was 
owing. The chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means had asked on'y for five millions, and 
the Administration contended that this was all they 
needed. Butthere was some difference between 
this five millions, and the forty millions sought to 
be made out by thegen'leman irom New Yok [Mr. 
BaRNArD. | 

He (Mr. A.) must be permitted to say, that he 
did believe this movement on the part of his 
Northern friends, was all a hoax to forestall the 
coming Administration, and to say that Van Buren 
went out of pewer with a debtof forty millions, to 
show the necessiiy for a high tariff. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Pett] had 
c »ntended that this forty millions mast be paid im- 
mediately by a tax on wines and silks. Now the 
honorable chairman of the Indian Committee 
spoke like one having authority; yes, just as 
if the robes of office were alreaty hanging 
from his shoulders. As to that, he (Mr. A.) 
had not the smallest objecton, for he hoped 
his friend would get ar office. And, continued 
Mr. A. all who are in favor of that will say “ay.” 
{laughter.] But according to the statement of that 
gentleman, and that of the gentleman from New 
York together, the amount required for the coming 
Administration was swelled to a hundred and twenty 
millions! Great God! said Mr. A. what a state of 
things! and all to show the necessity of a mighty 
tariff. 

He then proceeded to express his opinion that 
this description of things had been meaning!y and 
purposely brought about by the genlJeman from 
New York; there could be no question of it. He 
called on his co!leagues from Georgia now to re- 
member what he bad told them, when this proposi- 
tion of the gentleman [Mr. Barnarp] was first in- 
troduced. He had told them that this would open 
the discussion, and what would be the consequences 
of it. 


After some further remarks, Mr. A. drew a glow- 
ing pictare as to what must be the consequences of 
this tariff measure to the South. Here was a sum 
of a hundred and twenty millions sought to be 
proved as required by the coming Administration, 
aod the means of raising it was to place a tax upon 
laxuries. He appealed to the tariff men of 1828, 
who Jaid a tax upon the poor man’s salt, his sugar 
and molasses, and who ground his constituents ioto 
the dust, as to whether they were now sincere in 
their proposition to tax luxuries. If they were now 
sincere, be would go with them in what was right; 





After giving bis views in detail on the policy 
| pursued towards towards the South in relation to 
the tariff, Mr. A. said that it was not his iatention 
| to exempt silk from taxation; but this was the 
wrong time; it was bad policy to introduce the sub- 
ject now. 
| The movers in this matter knew very well that 
| the scheme could not be pushed through at the pre- 
| sent ression, and if it could, it would not afford re- 
| lief in time. What then was the object? Why 
| it was to forestall public opinion—to show the 
| overwhelming necessity of a high tariff, and to 
| bring it down upon them at the called session. 
| This was true as Holy Writ. 

Mr. A. preceeded to argue that the proper course 
| wou'd be to leave the tariff question until the regular 
_ session of Congress, when the people of the South 
| would come up to it like men, and cbject to no 
reasonable plan for raising revenu: to meet the 
wants of the Government. 

He then referred to the plan for a distribution of 
the public lands, and maintained that it wasonly a 
gilded bait. It was a plan to abstract some mil- 
lions from the revenue. It was a secret pulling of 
the wires by the tariff men before General Harri- 
son came into power. 

As to the wants of Government, it was his opi- 
nion that the present duties on imports would be 
amply sufficient to meet the wantsof the coming 
Administration; for the election of Harrison had 
infused life and confidence every where, and from 
all appearances there would be no lack of means. 

After adverting to several other topics,.Mr. A. 
concluded by warning his friends against a called 
session, He reminded them thata called sersion 
was the cause of the downfall of Mr. Van Buren, 
and he feared such a course would have the sams 
effect on the fortune of General Harrison. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuourspay, February 4, 1841. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a communi- 
cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply 
to a resolution of the Senate requiring a plan of 
home valuation on goods imported, instead of va- 
luation in foreign countries; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of forty-two 
citizens ef Brown county, Ohio, praying the pas- 
sage of a bankrapt law, including banks; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented a communication 


| from the Secretary of the Treasury, exhibiting the 
| exports and imports of suvar during the year end- 


| isg the 30th September, 1840; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial 
from cit-zens «f Camden, South Carolina, praying 
the passage of a general bankrupt law; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presente! a memorial of 
Gea. Edmund P. Gaines, submitting a system of 
national defence; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. T. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Albany, remonstrating against the passage of the 
bankrupt bill; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill confirming the claim 
of the heirs of Antonio Gras to a tract of land in 
Louisiana; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Thankfal 
Reynolds; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, \o which was referred the bill grant- 
ing a pre-emption richt to Enoch Evans, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. KING, in purseance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduduce a bill to 
authorize Alexander Pope to introduce materials 
for three iron steamboats free of daty; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 





Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 


 sert— 


_ Affairs, to which was referred the communication 
_ of the Secrotary of the Treasury on the subject of 


American water rotted hemp, reported a joint re. 
solution on the subject; which was read, and ordered 
ato second reeding. 

Mr. ANDERSON gave notice that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relies 


_ of Langtree and Jenkins. 


The b.li for the relief of John MacNeil was read 
a third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the memorial of 
Samue! H. Thompson, now on file, was referred {o 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The CHAT then announced the general orders. 

Mr. STUREON asked that they might be post. 


_ poned, for the urpose of taking up the bill for the 


relief of Eliza Causin, daughter and heir of John 
H. Stone, deceased. : 

Mr. RUGGLES moved that all the orders te 
postponed, fur the purpose of taking up the bill for 
the beiter security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelied in whole or in part by 
steam. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped that neither of these 
bills would be taken up, but that they would go at 
once into the consideration of the bankrupt bill. 

Mr. KING said he did not think it was in order 
to take up a special order until 1 o’clock. He re- 
gretted that so much of the time of the Senate was 
consumed in motions to give preference to some 
bilis, and take them eut of their places on the ca. 


| lendar. He hoped the Senate would proceed to 
the consideration of the general orders as they stood 


on the calendar. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
STURGEON, and lost. 

The Chair then again resumed the general 


orders. 


Mr. RUGGLES asked that the question might 


| betaken on his motion, which was done, and it 


was hega'ived. 

The general orders were then taken up, and the 
bill for the relief Reynell Coates and Walter R. 
Johnson was considered as in committee of the 
whule. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, after explaining the merits of 
the bill, cffered an amendment for tMe relief of 


William McMuririe. 


Mr. KING opposed the amendmen’, and it was 


lost, 

Mr. KING then moved to amend by striking out 
the amount charged for outfits; which was agreed 
to, and the bill, as amended, ordered to be engrossed 


| for athird reading. 


CHARTER OF WASHINGTON. 
Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the bill 
to amend and contiane in forc? the act to incorpo- 


| rate the inhabitants of the city of Washington, 


reported the same with the following amendment: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 


That the act entitled “An act io incorporate the 
inhabitants of the c ty of Washington, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” approved May the fi/teenth, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and the 
act entitled ‘‘An act supplementary to the act to in- 
corporate the inhabitants of the city of Washing- 
ton,” passed the twenty-sixth of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-four, be, and the same 
are hereby, continued in force for the period of 


| twenty years from the passage of this act, except 


so far as the same may oe inconsis'ent with, or re- 


| pealed by, the following provisions, or by any act 


hereafter to be passed by Congress. 


Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 


_ and required, within two months from the passage 


of this act, to select and appoint three discreet and 


- sensible men, inhabitants of said city of Washing- 


ton, as commissioners, whose duty it shall be to lay 


| off and divide said city into six wards, in such man- 
| ner, and with such bounds and limits, as to secure 


to each ward,.as near as may be, an equal number 


| of inhabitants, and as may be otherwise most con- 
| venient to the inhabitants of said city. The said 


commissioners to have the said wards plainly and 
distinctly marked and designated upon a plat of 


said city, which they are to bave prepared for the 
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purpose, and to submit said plat and their proceed- 
ing to the President of the United States for his ap- 
proval; and the same, when so approved by hin, 
are to be delivered to the mayor of said city, 
to be by him filed away and preserved among 
the archives of said city. And should the said 
proceedings ef the commissioners aforesaid net be 
approved, he will report the same, with his objec- 
tions, to Congress, at its next regular session; and, 
in that event, the Operation of this act shall be sus- 
pended until the further action of Congress upon 
the subject; and the said commissioners ‘ha!| be al- 
lowed and paid out of any money in the Treasury 
pot otherwise appropriated, a compensation for 
their services, to be fixed by the President. but not 
to exceed the sum of six dollars each per day, for 
every day they shall be actually employed in 
the perfurmance of the duty hereby required of 
them. 

Sec. 3. And be ut enacted, That the Board of Alder- 
men for said city shall, atier the expiration of terms 
for which the existing members were chosen, con- 
sist of two members from each of said six wards, so 
as aforesaid to be laid off and ascertained, said 
members to be residents in, end chosen from each 
ward, by the qualified voters in each ward respec- 
tively, at the time and ia the manner now pre- 
scribed by law; and the Board of Common Council 
sballin like manner, afier the expiration of the 
terms for which the existing members were chosen, 
consist of three members, to be resident in and 
chosen from each of said six wards respsetively, 
by the qualified voters therein, at the times and ia 
the manner now provided by law. 

Sec. 4. And be tt eracted, That any free white 
male citizen of the United States above the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have resided ana had 
his domicil in the said City of Washington for one 
whole year immediately preceding any election for 
Mayor, Aldermen, or Commen Councilmen, and 
who shall have given in his name to the Register of 
the said City at least twelve months before the elec- 
tion at which he shall offer to vote, to be entered 
upon the registry of the inhabitants of said City, 
which it is hereby made the duty of said Register 
to keep for that purpose, and who shall have 
paid all taxes lawfully assessed to or upon, and 
payable by him, shall be entitled to vote at such 
election; and the neglect or failure of the corpo 
rate authorities of said city to levy or assess to er 
upon any citizen a poil tax or other tax, sball not 
operate to deprive such citizen of his right of voting 
at any election in said city. 

Sec. 5. And be it enocted, That so much of the 
acts hereby continued as require any property 
qualification whatever for the « flicers of mayor, 
alderman or common councilman, be, and thesame 
is hereby, repealed; but the persons who may here- 
after be chosen for either of those offices, shall re- 
spectively be in all other respects qualified as the 
existiog laws require. 

Sec. 6 ad be it enac'ed, That the corporate au- 
thorities of said city of Washington shall have 
full power to levy and collect a poll tax from every 
free white male inhabitant of said city, of the age 
of twenty-one years or upwards, not exceeding in 
amount one dollar in any one year. 

The amendment was ordered to be printed. 

THE BANKRUPT BILL. 

The bill to establish a-uniform system of bank- 
rupicy throughout the United States being taken up, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose to explain its provi- 
sions, but he said he had no iptention to enter into 
an elaborate argument on the subject, for, if a de- 
bate were to follow, it would amount to a rejection 
of the bill atthis late period of the session. The 
bill had been fuily debated a: the last session, when 
it was passed, and a protracted debate now was, 
therefore; unnecessary, as he presumed the cpi- 
nions of the Senators were in no respect changed. 
The bill was, in its main features, tie same as the 
bill on which they had heretofure acted; and, after 
calling the attention of the Senate to a report made 
by commissioneis appointed by the British Crown, 
who consisted of commi-sicners in the bankruptcy 
and insolvent courts, he left the measure to the dis- 
posal of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON rose to make a motion which 
would go to test one principal feature in this bill; 





it Was in relation tothe manner in which cerufi- 
cates should be granted to debtors when discharged 
from their debts. 
that the certificate should be decreed and allowed 
by the court which declared the debtor a bank- 
rupt without the concurrence of the creditors, 
which differed in that respect from the English 
bankrupt law, and from all bills which had hitherto 
been brought into Congress on that subject, by 
which the assent of a portion of the creditors was 
always required. Now on this point he proposed 
to test the Senate, whether they should introdace 
such an innovation as this bill proposed, and allow 
judges to decree and allow a certificate on a case 
made out almost ex parte, and without the consent 
cf the c.editors. His motion was to strike out the 
four.h section, and to insert the forty-second and 
forty-third sections of the bankrupt bill, which was 
matured in the Senate in 1827, which, if adopted, 
would make this essential difference in th's bill, 
that instead of the bankrupt being discharged by 
the act of the judge without the consent of the 
creditors, he should not be discharged unlesson cer- 
tain conditions, the principal one of which was, 
that two-thirds of his creditors, in number and 
amount, should sign the ceruficate. Wuh respect 
to the precise number he was not particular, but he 
was desirous that some certain number of the 
creditors should assent thereto. He believed this 
power was due to the creditor; it was a power 
which Congress should not undertake to 
take away; indeed, it was one of the great 
fundamental principles of the bankrupt bill, 
which had not hitherto, either in this couautry 
orin Eng'and been departed from, that .the credi- 
tors shovld control the issuing of the certifica'e, 
and he (Mr. Benton) looked upon it that, under 
our Constitution, which prohibited them from im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts, they ought not 
deprive the creditor of the just right he had exer- 
cised in such cases under similar laws. What 
could be objected to such a provision? Would 
it be said that the creditors would be hard hearted, 
andthat, therefore, they would withho!d the cert:- 
ficate from a poor debtor who had become so by 
misfortune, or improvidence even? Such an ar- 
gument was contradicted by experience, which 
taught them that where there was fairness on the 
part of the debtor towards the creditors, there was 
almost uniformly generosity to the impoverished 
and honest debtor on the part of the creditors. It 
had been the practice for the debtor and the credi- 
tors to meet together, and where the debtor showed 
himself to be honestly inde*ted, and unable to meet 
his engagement:, he was released; and he (Mr. Ben- 
Ton) held then that there was nothing in the argu- 
ment that creditors were heard hearted, to object 
to the substitute which he offered. He therefore 
moved to strike out the fourth section, and insert 
the sections he had mentioned. 

The Secretary having read the sections proposed 
to be introduced— 

Mr. HUNTINGTON concuired with his fiiend, 
the Senator from Kentucky, that if this bill was to 
be debated section by section, it must be obvious it 
could not be passed. His own State (Connecticut) 
had very little interest in this bill, yethe must be 
permitted to say that he had severa] cbjections to 
the amendment of ihe Senator from Missouri. lt 
was a perfect snomaly in all judicial proceedings to 
require in such cases not only the intervention of a 
court, but also of tvro-thirds of the creditors. By 
the fourth section of this bill, which it was now 
proposed to strike out, there was ample. security 
provided for the bona fide creditor; the question of 
fraud was determinable by a court, and why shou'd 
the consent of two-thirds of the ereditors be re- 
quired, when a court had determined the debtor en- 
titled to his discharge? He could not see why 
this peculiar privilege should be given to creditors 
in this case, more than in any other, when they had 
the opportunity to bring the debtors before a proper 
tribunal He saw no reason whatever to place 
such power in the hands of creditors. He objected 
to vest creditors with the power to interpose an un- 
just refusal to the discharge of honest debtors; he 
had also ether objections; but as the measure had 
been fully debated at the last session, he would not 
now detain the Senate, 
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Mr. HUBBARD had considered this bill, and 
had prepared a motion which ke had intended to 
submit to the Senate, bu: he presumed the Senator 
from Missouri had given to it the consideration 
which it demanded, and, therefore, he should not 
interfere with the honorable Senator's amendment. 
The honorable gentleman from Connecticut said a 
perfect anomaly was involved in that amendment. 
Now, what was the proceeding to whic’ the amend- 
ment referred? A bankrupt was about to be dis- 
eharged from his liabilities to his creditors, and the 
bankrupt was allowed to take his own time, and to 
make his own preparation, and to make the decla- 
ration when it suited his own convenience, and i 
the creditors interposed, the Senator from Connecr 
ticut said it was an anomaly! 

Now, in every bankrupt system with which he 
{[Mr. Hupparp] was acquainted, it was incorpo- 
rated; and why should it not be so now? Had not 
every gentleman’s experience warranted him in 
making the declaration, that where there was one 
creditor that refused to discharge a debtor, there 
were ten dishonest debtors that sought to impose upon 
an honest credito:? He was willing and desirous to 
give security to the honest debtor, buthe would not 
lose sight of the honest creditor. His State, (New 
Hampshire,) would, perhaps, be as litle affected 
by a bankropt bill, as any other—as yet neither he 
nor his colleague had received a sivels memorial 
or remons'rance on the sabject—but when they 
were legislating in this matter, he hoped they 
would precced with due care, and not palm a one- 
sided bill on the community, and neglect to pay a 
due regard to the interes's of creditors. Of what 
earh'y benefit was this fourth section to the credi- 
tors} What earthly protection would it afford 
them? The whole bill from the first to the last was 
a bill for the exclusive benetitof the debtor, and it 
did net regard, as he viewed it, the interest of the 
creditor. He rejoiced that the honorable Senater 
from Missouri had brought forward his proposition, 
and he (Mr. Hussarp) should callfor the ayes 
and noes thereon; bnt he tru-te’, in saying what he 
had now said, he should not be accused of being 
uomindfal of the unfortunate debtor. 

Mr. NORVE!.L hoped the amendment would 
not be adopted. He would rather see no bankrupt 
bill pass,than a bill with such a clause as that pro- 
posd by the Senator from Missouri. The seetion of 
the Constitution to which the Seaator from Mis- 
souri referred, prohibited the S:ates impairing the 
obligation of contracts, and did not militate against 
their power to pass the bill as it was introduced. 
He regretted to see gentlemen so much behind the 
age in which they lived in reference to subjects of 
this kind; if they kept eqnal pace with the people, 
they should at once do what justice, and merey, and 
humanity called upon them to do, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said the bill provided that 
if the ereditors dissented, it should arrest the judge's 
granting acertificate, and the matter was to be put 
upon trial; and if it were then deierm'ne? that the 
debtor was a bona fide bankrupt, the ja'ge should 
grant the certificate, without the concurrence of 
the creditors. But it was now proposed so to alter 
itas to make the cons nt of the ereditors indispen- 
sable in all caser. Now the mischievous conse- 
quences of such power being vested in the credi- 
tors was shown in the report of the British com- 
missioners, to which he had before referred, and to 
an extract from that report he begged to call the at- 
tention of the S:nate. Having read the extract— 

Mr. WRIGHT suggested a modification of the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri; his 
impression was that a maj»ri‘y of the creditors was 
sufficient,and he hoped his friend would substitute a 
majority tor two-thirds, on whose consent the cer- 
tificate should be granted. If he «understood the 
question then before the Senate, it was a very im- 
portant one. The State Legis'atures, by the Con- 
stitotion, could not cancel. the obligation of con- 
tracts, and the question presented to the Senate 
was, on what condition they would do it? Should 
it be entirely without the concurrence or ac- 
tion of the creditors? And if so be oa. 
what principle would they proceed. hy 
was the appeil made to then now? If he un- 





‘derstood it, it was that a man may have a great 


many creditors, and may compound with all but 
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one; and that that one might be incorrigible. 
But were they prepared to go farther than to say 
that the debtor should be discharged, when he se. 
cured the good will of his creditors in number and 
value? If he could not procure the consent of a 
me jority, equity would appear to be strong on the 
s.de of the creditors. He, however, only rese to 
suggest a modification of the amencm« nt, which he 
wished the Senator from Mi souri to adopt. 

Mr. BENTON accepted the modification. 

Mr. MERRICK was in favor of the exercise of 
the power which Congress possessed to pass an uni- 
form bankrupt law, but there were now but about 
three weeks remaining of, the session, and there- 
fore, whatever labor they might undertake in re- 
rerence to this bill, it would do no good, for the 
measure could not be matured. If the bill passed 


the Senate it could not pass the other branch of 


Congress, and therefore he looked upon the time 
which would be consumed ia a discussion upon 
this bill as so much valuable time lost, to the ob- 
struction of other measures which might be ma- 
tured and passed. He had, therefore, riven to 
move—ani be did itin no spirit of hostility to the 
bankrupt bill, but to avoid an unnecessary con- 
sumption of time—that the whole subject be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL called for the ayes and noes 
thereon, > 

Mr, WRIGHT suggested a change of the mo- 
tion to one of indefinite postponement. But if the 
Senator from Maryland persisted in his motion, be 
should desire permission to say a few words in ex- 
planation of the vote he should give, and other 
Senators might desire the same privilege. 

Mr. MERRICK withdrew his motion, to meet 
the wishes of the Senator from New York. 
» Mr. WRIGHT then explained that he should 
vote for an ind-finite postponement, because there 


was no reasonable hope that they could pasa | 


bankrupt bill during the present session; there was 
not time to do so, for be knew that some days 
would be required before they coul! come toa 
conclasion upon it in th’isbody. When the bill 
was before them last year, he labored to make it 
as perfect as the Senate would consent that it 
should be, and his duty to himself would require 
that he should try again to make it still more per- 
fect; butat this perio! of the session he would pre- 
fer an indefinile postponement. 

Mr. WHITE, afier afew words respecting the 
near approach of the close of the session, and the 
paucity of business yet received from the other 
branch of Congress, said he felt inclined to vote 
for the motion of the Senator frem Maryland, 
(Mr. Merrick] but he should prefer a postpone- 
ment to a day certain. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the Senate would do one 
of two things; etther lay the bili on the tab'e or go 
on with it cn its merits. Tney were then wasting 
their time with a discussion about what motion 
should be made. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucry hoped the Senate would 
go on with the bill, and di-charge its duty to the 
country, without reference to the other branch of 
Congress. 

Mr. PRESTON did not think the bill cou!d pass; 
it should not pass by his vote, for he should go 
against it. There was now much anxiety in the 
country respecting this measure, and, if it were 
postponed indefinitely, that agitation would con- 
tinue. He was ready to vote against the bill; but, 
as several gentlemen were anxious to take the vote 
upon it, he hoped it would be such a vote as would 
quiet the matter with the public. 

Mr. BUCHANAN couid not, as at present ad- 
vised, vote forthe bil). A few days ago he had 
said he was wi'ling to give it a fair trial,and he 
was not prepared, at the present stage, to vote for 
laying it on the table; he could wait a day or two, 
but he had not the most distant expeciation that it 
would be passed. Inthe course of a day or two, 
he thought the friends of the bill would be satisfied 
it could not pass, and, thererore, he would suffer 
them to go on. 

Mr. MERRICK said, as there appeared to be a 
diversi'y of opinion amongst Senators, he would not 
persist in bis motion. 


Mr. SAYARD expressed himself to be opposed 


| 
| 
| 











to the bill, but he was not willing to vote to lay it 
on the table. 

The questicn was then taken on Mr. Benton's 
motion as modified on the suggestion of Mr. 
Waicur, ani negatived by the following vote— 
ayes 18, noes 23. 

YEAS—Mersrs. Allen, Benton, Bachanan, Cal- 
houn, Fulton, Habbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Stargeon, Tappan, Wall, and Wright— 
18 

NAYS—Mersrs. Anderso>, Bates, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clay of Kenucky, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dison, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Knight, 
Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Porter, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Webster, 
White and Willam:—23. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved that the bill be 
recommi'ted to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
with ins ructions to incorporate in it the follow- 
ing provision, viz: 

First. Proper and suitable provisions to em- 
brace all bunks and all other trading incorporations 
in its prospective operation. 

Second. Proper and suitable provisions to give 
the creditors of every bankrupt an opportunity to 
choose the assignee of the estate, and only autho- 
rizing the judge to appoint, when the creditors 


| omit to do so: 


Third Proper and suitable provisiens to secure to 
every bankrapt, when the commission of bank- 
ruptcy issves upon the application of creditors, a 
right toapply to the judze in concurrence witha 
majority in number and interest of his creditors, to 
supersede the commission, and to give authority to 
the judge to grant the application. 

Fourth. Proper and suitable provisions to au- 
thorize the judge, or cou.t, in bankrup‘cy, in case 
any bankrupt shail, pending the proceedings, offer 
a composition to his creditors which shall be ac- 
cepted by three-fourths in amount of them, to 
compel the acceptance of the composition by the 
remaining fourth in amount of the creditors, or ra- 
ther to accept it for them, and discharge him. 

Fifth. To strike out from the bill all provisions 
which secure preferences to any class of creditors 
in any one State, which are not equally preferred 
by the lawsof all the States, and ali voluntary pre- 
ferences by the bankruptin all cases. 

Sixth. Proper and suitable provisions to pun- 
ish, as felony, any intentional concealment, or 
withholding of any part of his assets from his as- 
signees by any bankrupt, or the conniving at any 
fictitious claims against his estate. 

Mr. WALKER thought the course of the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire a most extraordinary 
one. White professing he has no intention to de- 
lay action on this bill, he submits a motion, which, 
if successfu!, will most effectually produce that re- 
sult. Did not every Senator know that a recom- 
mitment of this bill must inevitably po.tpone the 
action of this body upoa it until so late a period 
that will place it beyond the reach of the ac ion of 
the House? Why not propose these amend- 
ments separately, and have a vote taken upon 
them? In the present position of the ques- 
tion, the friends of some of the provisions 
proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire 
were embarrassed. fle himself was in favor of 
the amendment proposing to include banks 
in the provisions of the bill. He had voted for it 
last session and he would again vote for i'; but if 
the friends of the banks were in a majority on this 
floor, and refused to subject them to the operations 
of thislaw, he was not willing that his constitu- 
ents should be deprived of the benefits of the bill 
on that account. He should vote against re- 
commitment as endangering the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he had not made the mo- 
tion to delay the bill, but because after mature re- 
flection, be though the provisions he had submitted 
should be incorporated in any bill passed by Con- 
greis on the subject of bankruptcy, and he thought 
it was not possible there was a majority in that 
body who were opposed to the second of these pre- 
posed amendments—that of giving the creditors a 
voice in the selection of the assignee of the bank- 


rupt. He could have proposed these amendments 
separately, but was of opinion that a recommitta| 
of the bill was the shortest mode of accomplishing 
his purpose. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he was also 
opposed to the recommitment of the bill as 
unnecessarily cCelasing the action of the Qe. 
nate uponit. He was in favor of some of the 
provisions proposed by the Senator fiom New 
Hampshire, but he was most decidedly ‘opposed 
to that designated by the Senator from Mis. 
sissippi. He would never consent that his 
State, or the institutions of his Sate, should be 
placed under a commission of bankruptcy. He 
was opposed to the bili in its present shape, and 
would vote against it, but was willing that its 
friends should have it in their power to make such 
amendments as might render it les objectionable to 
him and those who thought with him, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he hoped the friends 
of the bill would vote, not talk. He need not remind 
them that to delay its passage by debate would as 
inevitably defeat it as if there was an express vote 
of the Senate to that effect. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he should vote for recom- 
mitment, but he was oppo:ed to the proposition to 
include incorporations. He had spoken, and voted 
against itat the last session, and he held the same 
opinions now. 

Mr. BENTON said he was in favor of recom- 
mitment, and in favor of including incorporations. 
He was in favor of it thir een years since, when a 
bankrapt bill was under consideration in this body, 
and he had seen nothing since to induce himto 
ehange his opinion. He had then voted for it in com- 
pany with about a dozen other Seiators. Among 
those who had voled in opposition to him was the 


present President cf the United States. Toat 
distinguished gentleman has since chaneed 
his opinion. The bank suspension of 1837, 


which was so readily followed by every bank in the 
Union, and its concomitant evils, had convinced 
him of the necessity of bringing thes? institutions 
under the operations of law. So late as October of 
last year, he had expressed his sentimen's on this 
subject, in a letter, with a clearness and a candor 
characteristic of the man. He (Mr. Benton) woul 
read this, as better than any th ng ke could say on 
the subject; and he was sure it would be listened to 
by the Senate with more pleasure than any remarks 
of hisown. Mr. Bexton then read an extract from 
the letter of President Van Buren, in the following 
words: 

“It would constitute no objection with me if cor- 
porations were, in a proper form, embraced by the 
provisions of such a bill. An att?mpt was made at 
the close of the discussions on the bankrupt bill of 
1827, in the Senate, to inc!ude banking corporations, 
by inseiting after the word bankers, in the descrip- 
tion of the persons who were made subject to the 
provisions of the bill, the words “or any banking 
incorporation.” Assuming that the effect of this 
amendment, if it prevailed, would be to make the 
members of such corporations liable, in their indi- 
vidual capacities, to the penalties denounced by 
the law for acts, in respect to which their charters 
made them personally irresponsible, I epposed it as 
an uncuthorized interference with State laws. I 
could not now approve a bill containing provisions 
liable to such an objection. The disastrous state of 
things produced by the general suspension of specie 
payments by the banksin 1837,presented for consite- 
ration, in a form which could not with propriety be 
disregarded, the question whether the power of Con- 
gress over the subject of bankruptcy might not be 
brought to bear upon these institutions in a man- 
n-r which would stear clear of that difficalty. Upon 
a careful examination of the subj ct, in all its bear- 
ings, 1 was induced to believe that this might be 
done in a form which, while it afforded relief to the 
creditors of those institutions, and advanced the pub- 
lic interests, would be neither liable to the objection 
referred to, nor encroach in any 0 her way uponthe 
rights of the States or transcend the authority of the 
Federal Government. A provision in a bankrupt 
law authorizing the bill holders and creditors of 
all banks, after a specified delay in the payment of 
their notes in specie, to institute proceedings to 
cause their affairs to be wound up and their effects 








